AP European History
August 24 – 28 2026
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· We had a lovely weekend. And we are coming up for Labor Day. But we have much labor to do before we get there. So, buckle up! 
· Hopefully you looked over your notes for a short answer format quiz in class on Monday. This will contain a few document-based questions. See below for a list of the topics. Then on the weekend you will visit the quia.com website for another review (see weekend homework at the end of the lesson plan).
· I am still holding off on assigning the textbook in hopes that they will get around to assigning lockers. But either way you won’t have to bring the book to class very often. Next week we will transition to see how the Reformation impacted several countries particularly France, England, Holland, and the Holy Roman Empire.
 
MONDAY 
· SWBAT Explain causation and impact of the Reformation during the early 17th century (IOT) complete Quiz 
 
Materials							Strategy/Format 
Notes and sources						Lecture-Discussion 
Student Skills 
Context 
CCOT 
Causation 
 
Introduction 
· Last week we introduced the basic theology of Martin Luther 
1. Indulgences (The spark and what was the true story?) 
2. Sola fide (By Faith Alone are we saved) 
3. Sola Gratia (God’s grace is free and cannot be bought with good deeds) 
4. Sola Scriptura (and subsequent use of vernacular to instruct) 
5. The Sacraments (7 whittled down to 2 Baptism and the meaning of the Eucharist/communion) 
This is known as transubstantiation. Luther’s belief in consubstantiation was a break with the catholic tradition but he was not quite prepared to believe that the rite was worthless. 
 
The Papacy Acts 
1. Leo X predicament: silencing Luther will martyr him but doing nothing is a sign of weakness. 
2. The Diet of Worms (Luther’s trial and excommunication) 
 
Homework
None

TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY (primary sources)
· SWBAT explain why the Reformation became political during the 16th century (IOT) complete sources 
 
Materials						Strategy/Format
PPT and Textbook					Close text reading

The Reformation Turns Political 
 
 
· The Schmalkaldic War refers to the period of violence from 1546 until 1547 between the armies of Charles V and the Schmalkaldic League within the realms of the Holy Roman Empire. The Schmalkaldic League was a defensive alliance of Lutheran princes within the Holy Roman Empire during the mid-16th century. starting for religious reasons at the Protestant Reformation, its members eventually wanted to substitute the Holy Roman Empire as a political allegiance. It was a militarily powerful alliance to confront Charles V and defend their political and religious interests. 
· Though Charles V was technically won the war he had bigger problems to the South: an invasion by the Ottoman Empire. Soon he abdicated his throne and named his brother Ferdinand as his successor. So, he called for a negotiation in his realm to be held. 
· The Diet of Augsburg (1555) is widely viewed as the turning point between the tumultuous age of the Protestant Reformation in the German lands and the subsequent era of confessional formation and negotiation. In what came to be known as the "Peace of Augsburg" In the wake of two wars – the Smalkaldic War of 1546-47 and the Princes' War of 1552 – the new Holy Roman Emperor. King Ferdinand and the leading princes decided to move toward a negotiated, provisional arrangement of the religious question. The Diet of Augsburg was important in many respects, but its central achievement was its provisions on religion, “the Religious Peace.” Briefly stated, the Religious Peace made political restoration possible by accepting what had previously been regarded as an impossibility – namely, religious diversity. But, in fact, it actually decreed the toleration only of those who accepted the Confession of Augsburg (1530), the definitive Lutheran doctrinal statement. Officially, the Empire remained a Catholic polity in communion with Rome. We often see the famous statement " Cuius regio, eius religio" is a Latin phrase which literally means "Whose realm, his religion", meaning that the religion of the ruler was to dictate the religion of those ruled. 
 
The Swiss Reformation and Peter Zwingli  
1. The background of Swiss Reformation was two basic things: reform of church practices and nationalism.  
2. Like Luther Zwingli hated indulgences and felt that some aspects of religion were superstitious. But Zwingli claimed his inspiration was Erasmus and not Luther!!! 
3. The People’s Priest was a politico-religious position in Zurich that was elected. Zwingli was denied this because he had an affair. Therefore, he was not celibate. 
4. So, one of his big ideas was celibacy of the clergy 
5. Soon Zwingli called for a literal interpretation of the Bible. Many evangelicals can trace their beliefs here. 
6. Soon he came out against saints, pilgrimages, purgatory, most holy days, and sacraments 
 
The idea of Transubstantiation 
At this point, Luther and Zwingli split. What happens at communion? 
Luther: Christ is actually there and you can experience his human side 
Zwingli: It is only symbolic though perhaps an important ceremony  
 
The Marburg Colloquy 1529 
Landgrave Philip of Hesse in an attempt to forestall a division in Protestantism called the two together. They could not agree. Though they continued some cooperation. This was the beginning of the separation that continues to this day. Once again, who seems more radical? 
 
Why did Philip of Hesse care? The HRE was still Catholic and still a potential threat to non-Catholics. 
The Schmalkaldic League was formed as a mutual defense force and would later square off against the so-called Catholic League. 
 
Conclusion 
A civil war erupted in Swiss cantons and Zwingli will be killed and his body hacked to pieces. However, the movement itself continued to inspire other reformers including the subject of tomorrow’s discussion: John Calvin. Two currents in Protestantism can be detected. Lutheran ideology will eventually be rooted in Anglicanism and Episcopal faiths whereas Zwingli’s ideology will be visible in Methodist and Baptists. 
 
Homework 
Practice Quiz on the Reformation due on Friday Morning 7:30 AM
https://apclassroom.collegeboard.org/15/assessments/assignments/79969755 

THURSDAY and FRIDAY 
SWBAT explain context of the teachings and influence of John Calvin (IOT) complete primary sources (OS-3,11) (SP-2,3,11) 

 Materials 
ppt and docs 
 
Student Skills 
Context 
Periodization 
Causation 
 
By the time that we move into the later part of the 16th century, a new force had overtaken Lutheranism as the leader of Protestantism. 
1. Calvinism is an important religious movement and one that impacted the early history of the U.S. 
 
Procedure 
The Reformation in Geneva and John Calvin 
1. Predestination was a new and powerful theology that will have great influence across Europe and eventually colonial America (Puritans). Because Calvin taught that we do not know who is the “elect,” we must look for signs of God’s grace in people. This could be a woman who is a good wife and mother. A man who actually has attained a state of wealth could be a sign of God’s favor and the idea is that he should share that wealth. A 19th century historian Max Weber believed that Calvinism and other similar beliefs helped inspire capitalism. Why? Now money was not the root of all evil but could be a positive. Some of you might recall the book by Andrew Carnegie The Gospels of Wealth where he essentially was saying the same idea as John Calvin. 
2. The Institutes of the Christian Religion was Calvin’s book and it will become very influential as Calvinism will supplant Lutheranism as the main protestant denomination. Soon Calvinism will also be a political force across Europe. 
 
Geneva and the Strasbourg Model 
1. In modern day Geneva Switzerland and Strasbourg France Calvin created a theocratic system of government. In this arrangement, the political leaders were as follows: Pastors, teachers, Elders, and Deacons. Each congregation ran its own affairs.  Later on, this will be a major political issue in France, England, and Holland because they will not believe in the authority of civil governments 
2. There was a court of morality called the consistory.  It handled moral offenses meting out punishments for drunkenness, singing, and even dancing.  
3. It was also not unheard of that some would be sentenced to death. One famous case was of Michel Severtus who taught an alternative view Christ was only a divinely inspired man and that the trinity was a man-made concept. He was burned at the stake. 
 
The Influence of Calvinism 
· Unlike Lutheranism and Swiss Zwingli’s theology (and a movement called Anabaptism) Calvinism had widespread appeal. In fact, Calvinism takes us right into early American History. The stress on God’s power and the lack of freewill would seem to be less appealing however the stressing of the key point of God’s power began to mix with politics in several countries 
· Divine right rule and Calvinism did not mix. While Calvin stressed in his book that one must “render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s and render unto God that which is God’s,” royalty didn’t see it this way. As you know, state religions were the norm in the 16th century and this usually gave the monarchy some control. While no Catholic would like to admit that the Pope was secondary to the king, in fact monarchs had chipped away at that control for more than a century. The usual battle of “who’s in charge” now also involved Protestant Calvinists. Lutheranism never really challenged political authority and if we look at Luther’s attacks on the German peasants it seems clear that while he hated the Papacy, he was less willing to challenge the “divine political and social order.” Calvinism stress the idea of independent churches meaning no royal control nor the control by a central figure (including Calvin himself). This will soon be known as Presbyterianism and will have impact upon American History as the so called “Puritans” disagreed with the Episcopal system of the Anglican Church (more on this later).  
· Another way in which Calvinism will become political is in the traditional battle of nobles vs. monarchy. As we will see next week, some powerful nobles in France will rally around Calvinism and this will, in part lead to a terrible religious civil war. This will also play a role in tensions between Calvinist-leaning Anglicans vs. conservative Anglicans.  
 
Conclusion 
As we see the Calvinist faith was in a way quite radical compared to Lutheran ideology. Geneva became a haven for many oppressed Protestants and the mixture of cultures and ideas had a profound impact on the spread of the faith into places like Holland and France. 
 
Weekend Homework
Complete the Following Quia.com Review Quiz 
The Early Reformation 
This will include background information on the early Reformation, Martin Luther, the Swiss Reformation and wars, and the expansion of Lutheranism and Calvinism 
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	The early Protestant Reformation 
http://www.quia.com/quiz/4358647.html 
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