AP European History
November 2 – 6 2026
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· Hopefully you completed the Quia.com MC section of the Unit test and the DBQ. There is an alarming trend among several of you to take zeros and lose points for late work. I put us behind another day for catch up. This will not happen again. You will have less grades this quarter because we have less time. You will perhaps miss class again this Tuesday because of more worthless testing. You will be out Wednesday 11/11 for Veterans Day, and finally Thanksgiving week.
· In addition to the test due Monday there is also a textbook section to complete (see pages below). This is due on Thursday. We will of course have some primary sources in class as well. For the weekend there is a review on Quia.com of the 16th and 17th centuries. This covers various topics and since it is a review, it can be completed early. Also as I mentioned this Unit is pretty short so the next unit test will be after the Veterans Day 11/11 Break next week. 

MONDAY and TUESDAY?? WEDNESDAY??
· Examine the socio-cultural impact of the Enlightenment during late17th-early 18th century (IS-9) (OS-7,8,9)

Materials 								Strategy/Format
Notes/ppt (video if available)						Lecture-discussion

Introduction
This week we will be covering the socio-cultural side of the Enlightenment. This will be a rather detailed look because it is the key part of the period

Gender Issues
The Enlightenment era was often viewed as the founder of individualism and rationality. Women at that time often challenge those ideas and started questioning their roles in society.

Most philosophes modern thinkers at the time viewed women as a separate identity. In his book Emilè Rousseau famously called this “separate spheres.” Women were perceived as the caretakers of the household and mothers of children in the family.  With Enlightenment thinking, women began to develop a new intellect. By combining the ideas that were created in the public sector to those more traditional domestic private affairs, such as hosting salons in their houses. Out of the salons, women were able to obtain knowledge and gain literary support. Because of these gatherings, women were able to think critically, participate and contribute in society in many ways rather than being becoming caretakers of the households.

The writer Mary Wollstonecraft is often credited as an early feminist of this era.  She is known for writing several novels, treatise and books that advocating women should receive formal education. Wollstonecraft believed that educated women could strengthen society and could intellectually be equivalent to their husband in society. Wollstonecraft still believed that women should maintain traditional roles as mothers and wives in society. So she did not call upon equal rights for women, she simply believed that women should receive formal education in order to contribute in society along with their male counterparts. At that time, women took a more radical approach for liberty and equal rights.  Based on the Lock’s principles of natural rights, women often view themselves as equivalent to men in receiving natural rights.

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]The Issue of Slavery and Race
· You already saw last week how interpretation of race had started to change. Here's a quick recap. In the late16th-17th century the view on Africans seemed to change. At one point Africans were viewed in the same vein but white upper class observers as being the same low rank as Jews and peasants. Bad yes, but at least still human. Now, in this period Africans were classified as more sub-human. The advent of classification of species due in part to the scientific revolution general placed all living things in rank order of superiority. This "scientific" view was wholly negative and was clearly used as a justification for slavery. Swedish botanist Carl Linné in his work System of Nature (1735) maintained that the natural order was God-given and thus Africans were supported to be at the bottom along with Natives in the Western Hemisphere and Semitic peoples. Apparently our racist friend did not get around to classifying Asians. 
· Count de Buffon was a little closer to the modern view as he believed that we all came from one race and, over time new races formed based upon climate. In a sense his view was less racist in our modern view because he did not accord any of this to an innate superiority.
· David Hume another heavy weight of the Scottish 
               Enlightenment held that there were 4 human races and not[image: ]
               surprisingly he made skin color the defining attribute.
· There were a few philosophes who questioned the "race" idea.
As you already know in the previous century Michel de
Montaigne challenged views of European superiority in his
work Of Cannibals.  And before him priest Bartholomew de
las Casas wrote stinging portrayals on the awful treatment of
Natives (though he seemed to not be as incensed about
Africans). The Abbé Raynal and Denis Diderot both asserted 
the lack of racial superiority of whites over non-whites.




The Enlightenment and Religion
· As Skepticism had become the dominant philosophical school in the early 18th century, it should not be surprising that religion would be a target given the history of religious wars in the previous century. Though much of the terrible bloodletting was over following the 30 Years War. The memory was still very much alive. Many European leaders had accepted the idea of being politique (state policy accepts a state religion but secular issues were more important). However, in France itself Louis XIV had revoked the Edict of Nantes and the power of Catholicism was revived though clearly under royal control. 
· One of the most important aspects connecting religion to the Enlightenment was a new theological belief called Deism. Deism is a natural religion. Deists believe in the existence of God, on purely rational grounds, without any reliance on revealed religion, religious authority, or holy text. Because of this, Deism is quite different from religions like Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The latter are largely based on revelations that Jews, Christians and Muslims believe mostly came from God to prophet(s) who then taught it to human. The influence of Newtonian theories of universal laws is very apparent here. This can be described as a rational religion whereby God is like a watchmaker who fashioned the universe and then set it to work governed by universal natural laws. This view of God suggests that God is not an actor in human destiny and instead all humans are bound by their own moral code. Or as Einstein said in 1929, "I believe in Spinoza's God, who reveals Himself in the lawful harmony of the world, not in a God who concerns Himself with the fate and the doings of mankind." This is not a form of atheism because God is accepted nearly all other aspects of organized religion are disavowed. Some took this even farther suggesting that God is nature and nature is God. This is called pantheism. Many credit Irish thinker John Toland with advancing both  pantheism and deism in 1705. As a future synthesis point these ideas of a religion without the moral code pressed down from above is a forerunner of existentialism, a philosophic belief that asserts a relativistic moral code based solely upon the values of each individual and doubting any set  morality.
· One of the most famous philosophe was Voltaire. He was particularly famous for his writing on religion some of which were quite powerful and controversial. Voltaire purchased a chateau in Geneva, where, among other works, he wrote Candide (1759). To avoid Calvinist persecution, Voltaire moved across the border to Ferney, where the wealthy writer lived for 18 years until his death. Voltaire began to openly challenge Christianity, calling it "the infamous thing." He wrote Frederick the Great: "Christianity is the most ridiculous, the most absurd, and bloody religion that has ever infected the world." Voltaire ended every letter to friends with "Ecrasez l'infame" (crush the infamy — the Christian religion). However, like most philosophes he was probably not really an atheist. "Atheism is the vice of a few intelligent people."
· Another key outgrowth of how the period impacted religion came to be known as the Jewish Enlightenment. (called Haskalah).   As early as the 1740s, many German Jews and some individual Polish and Lithuanian Jews had a desire for secular education. Some of the elite members of Jewish society knew European languages. Absolutist governments in Germany, Austria and Russia deprived the Jewish community’s leadership of its authority and many Jews became "Court Jews." They gave economic assistance to the local rulers, using their connections with Jewish businessmen to serve as military contractors, managers of mints, founders of new industries and providers to the court of precious stones and clothing. Court Jews were protected by the rulers and acted as did everyone else in society in their speech, manners, and awareness of European literature and ideas.
· Moses Mendelssohn is considered the father of the Haskalah. Mendelssohn was a philosopher with ideas from the general Enlightenment. Frederick the Great declared him a "Jew under extraordinary protection" and he won a prize from the Prussian Academy of Sciences on his "treatise on evidence in the metaphysical sciences." He wrote in German, the language of the scholars. He represented Judaism as a non-dogmatic, rational faith that is open to modernity and change. He called for secular education and a revival of Hebrew language and literature. He initiated a translation of the Torah into German with Hebrew letters, tried to improve the legal situation of the Jews and the relationship between Jews and Christians, and argued for Jewish tolerance and humanity.
· Another leader of the Enlightenment (though like John Locke he was actually dead before the highpoint of the period) was Baruch Spinoza. His philosophy is summarized in the Ethics, a very abstract work, which openly expresses none of the love of nature that might be expected from someone who identified God with nature. And Spinoza's starting point is not nature or the cosmos, but a purely theoretical definition of God. The work then proceeds to prove its conclusions by a method modeled on geometry, through rigorous definitions, axioms, propositions and corollaries. No doubt in this way Spinoza hoped to build his philosophy on the solidest rock, but the method, as well as some of the arguments and definitions, are often unconvincing.
· With views that sound pantheistic, Spinoza believed that everything that exists is God. However, he did not hold the converse view that God is no more than the sum of what exists. God had infinite qualities, of which we can perceive only two, thought and extension. Hence God must also exist in dimensions far beyond those of the visible world. The highest good, he asserted, was knowledge of God, which was capable of bringing freedom from tyranny by the passions, freedom from fear, resignation to destiny, and true blessedness. 
Literacy and Education
· One of the most enduring results of the Enlightenment is its impact upon education and literacy. One of the clearest links to both the Renaissance and Reformation was the interest in both a classical education based of course on humanist ideas and also of the desire for people to become literate so that they could read their Bible. One of the chief ideas that spawn from this period was a term known as the "public good." This was something of a celebration of debate and a free-flowing discussion of ideas. Clearly the salon culture was an example but more interestingly this cultural idea was also an attraction to many in the urban middle and lower classes. While clearly the French salon was open mostly to nobles, the wealthy and well known dignitaries, in places like London coffeehouses sprung up all over (coffee connects us back to mercantilism and the Age of Exploration….history is coooool!) SEE HOMEWORK.
· In the upper class a new status symbol was the library. The amassing of a wide range of texts became the objective on many people. In fact, I still remember a professor saying that it was the mark of a good history student to have a good personal library! Thomas Jefferson so took on this idea that while in Paris he nearly went bankrupt buying books…..this became the Library of Congress upon his death.

The Enlightenment and the Arts
· The late Baroque known was as Rococo. It can be seen as the final stage or gathering of the ideas of Enlightenment into the art of the time. Though the Rococo period is known for its loose style in its works it would not be until the end of the Rococo movement that we can see the true nature of art. You may remember that Baroque was sometimes called "Catholic" because of its Biblical interpretations as compared to the somber views of 16th century Protestants some of whom believed that painting of humans was a blaspheme.  This movement of art deviated from the strict guides of Baroque to the more natural movement. Much of Rococo work is said to be a movement away from symmetry to a more ornate, florid, and playful look and feel to the work of the time. To many it was about trying to capture or imitate nature. Not surprisingly since the objective of many painters was to glorify nature and so landscape paintings became a vehicle. The idea of the artists having freedom to make choices, a heightened sense of self-awareness, a personal vision of a better life, and the individual embracing values of change was what the enlightenment was all about).  One of the departures from the previous century was that Baroque-Rococo don't seem as interested in scenes of everyday life which included peasants. Nope, this looks more middle-noble class.If you're interested in more check out this link to the khan academy website (our modern day Diderot!)
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/monarchy-enlightenment/rococo/e/rococo-art

· The mid 18th century is also a highpoint in music. Much of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s life and music were shaped by the Enlightenment and its principles. Mozart began his career as a servant to the Archbishop of Salzburg. In fact, up until this period, composers were often just highly-skilled servants to the church or royal courts. But Mozart’s travels to England and France had exposed him to the ideals of independence and equality. He sought to sever his obligation to the arcane hierarchy that employed his services so rigidly. Eventually, Mozart found greater freedom in Vienna, where he supported himself with public concerts and commissions, and through teaching engagements. Mozart’s opera “The Marriage of Figaro” epitomized the new ways of thinking by giving servants a central role. Previously, servants were comic figures to be laughed at; but, Mozart presented them as equally worthy of serious attention as any noble aristocrat

Homework for Tuesday
Using your textbook answer the questions on the following pages
page: 523 Primary Source 16.4
pp: 526-527 Coffee House Culture
pp: 528 - 529 Primary Source 16.5

THURSDAY(Textbook Questio and  FRIDAY
· Discuss the Enlightenment views on economics and government (OS-5, 6, 7, 8, and 9)
Materials						Strategy
ppt/bell work						Lecture-discussion/assessment
							Text analysis

Overview
· In the late 17th and early 18th Centuries an intellectual movement commenced known as the Enlightenment. The basic idea of what was meant by the term can be summed up to say that it was a period in politics, economics, religion, and society as a whole when many in Western and Central Europe were seeking to apply stability and reason to their world. In this, Natural Laws first espoused by Newton were applied to many fields of human endeavor. The main proponents of these ideas were called "philosophes"
· The Philosophes believed that as a part of nature, Man must also be governed by rational laws. Although the term did not yet exist, this was the origin of social sciences including a general theory of history that will be seen later. The vehicle for most of the philosophes were novels but a great number contributed to Denis Diderot's ambitious Encyclopedia that was compiled over the course of about 20 years and of course the idea continues today. Another important avenue of sharing ideas was the salon . These were like intellectual dinner parties hosted by several prominent French noble women (Madame de Pompidou, the mistress of King Louis XV was well known). Our own Ben Franklin was a frequent visitor to these while in Paris. First, we will examine economics. This was viewed as a natural outgrowth of man and thus also governed by laws
· The second objective is to examine the proper role and form of government that should govern. Not surprisingly, this discussion is also an outgrowth of Newtonian focus upon natural laws. Nearly all of the philosophes had views on government but we will focus on those of Montesquieu and Rousseau.  
The Physiocrats
1. The French introduced a school of economists founded in 18th-century France and characterized chiefly by a belief that government policy should not interfere with the operation of natural economic laws and that land is the source of all wealth. It is generally regarded as the first scientific school of economics
2. Their view was that Mercantilism hurts trade and is not helpful to it. This is because constant intervention and regulation by governments hinders the ability of the business classes to prosper. This prosperity returns to the economy in the form of consumption.
3. The only role that government should play is the protection of property.
4. The physiocrats were less interested in industry and more toward agriculture. This is not too surprising since France did not yet have a large middle class.
5. French economists Nemours and Quesnay applauded Enclosure Movement in Britain because it was rational! The British banished an inefficient system and the government generally stayed out of the process. Unfortunately, thousands of peasants were displaced from the land that they had worked for generations. Is rationality, always right?
6. Quesnay's original contribution, and the basis of the doctrine, was the axiom that all wealth originated with the land and that agriculture alone could increase and multiply wealth. Industry and commerce, according to the physiocrats, were basically sterile and could not add to the wealth created by the land. They did not advocate that industry and commerce be neglected in favor of agriculture, but they tried to prove that no economy could be healthy unless agriculture was given the fullest opportunity. This could be obtained only if the "economic law," which the physiocrats envisaged as being as immutable as the law of gravity, was allowed to act untrammeled. Absolute freedom of trade was necessary to stabilize prices at a fair level, and laissez faire was to restore the economic process to its natural course, from which all further benefits would flow.
7. In essence the physiocrats were really quite conservative because they stressed the value of land and farming. Also, they called upon the monarchy to regulate (but not control) the economic law. Other philosophes like Voltaire and Rousseau disagreed.


Adam Smith
In 1759 Adam Smith was Professor of Moral Philosophy at Glasgow University in Scotland. Along with David Hume, Smith is seen as one of the leaders in the Scottish Enlightenment.   Whilst acting as tutor from 1763 Smith found some of the time spent in the French provinces hard to fill and seems to have begun his masterpiece An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, as a way of taking up otherwise idle hours in the summer of 1764. Overall however he derived much personal philosophical benefit from these months of journeying on the continent. In Paris he met amongst others, the "Physiocrat" economic theorist (and court Physician) Quesnay and the French Ministers, Turgot and Necker.

1. The Wealth of Nations
a. Called for the abolition of Navigation Acts, tariffs, and most taxes
b. The best way to encourage wealth was the institutionalize free trade and allow the “invisible hand of the market” place to regulate.
c. Allow greed which he called “self-interest” to operate and wealth will follow (this is the same as supply side economics). This is laissez-faire ideology
d. The role for government to play is to make the system flow. It should guarantee currency value, law enforcement of law, strong military/navy.
Politics
Montesquieu
Many of the philosophes actually would have accepted that the best form of government was the enlightened monarchy (like Hobbes) but also understood completely that a truly enlightened leader would be rare. Baron de Montesquieu was one of the most important political theorists.  His satirical Persian Letters (1721) was hugely successful. It was about two fictional Persians who traveled Europe commenting on what they saw. In the voice of the characters the Baron lauded the British while criticizing absolutism.  From 1726 he traveled widely to study social and political institutions. The Spirit of the Laws (1750), contained an original classification of governments by their manner of conducting policy, an argument for the separation of the legislative, judicial, and executive powers, and a celebrated but less influential theory of the political influence of climate. The work profoundly influenced European and American political thought and was relied on by the framers of the U.S. Constitution. 
· Separation of Powers was essential to maintain a just government. He, like most philosophes believed that parliaments best represented the will of the people. Does not mean necessarily a democracy without kings? No because Montesquieu understood that republics could be dictatorships too. Branches with checks and balances was best.
Rousseau
· Perhaps Rousseau's most important work is The Social Contract, which outlines the basis for a legitimate political order within a framework of classical republicanism. Published in 1762, it became one of the most influential works of political philosophy in the Western tradition. It developed some of the ideas mentioned in an earlier work, the article Economie Politique (Discourse on Political Economy), featured in Diderot's Encyclopédie. The treatise begins with the dramatic opening lines, "Man was born free, and he is everywhere in chains. Those who think themselves the masters of others are indeed greater slaves than they."
· The General Will is a concept that Rousseau discussed and both capitalism and socialism see him as a founder. Rousseau claimed that the state of nature was a primitive condition without law or morality, which human beings left for the benefits and necessity of cooperation. As society developed, division of labor and private property required humanity to adopt institutions of law. In the degenerate phase of society, man is prone to be in frequent competition with his fellow men while also becoming increasingly dependent on them. This double pressure threatens both his survival and his freedom. According to Rousseau, by joining together into civil society through the social contract and abandoning their claims of natural right, individuals can both preserve themselves and remain free. This is because submission to the authority of the general will of the people as a whole guarantees individuals against being subordinated to the wills of others and also ensures that they obey themselves because they are, collectively, the authors of the law. Rousseau argues that sovereignty (or the power to make the laws) should be in the hands of the people, he also makes a sharp distinction between the sovereign and the government. The government is composed of magistrates, charged with implementing and enforcing the general will.
· This is the essence of what is sometimes called negative liberty. One cannot truly be free without the state. Rousseau is a confusing character because he is also seen by some as the first Communist because he felt that most social ills stemmed from private property believing that it should be banned. While Rousseau seems like a radical in political respects, he was still conservative is some ways. For example, in his work Emilie he asserted his ideas of" separate spheres" for men and women. Woman's place was in the home and not in politics.

Weekend Homework
As we draw ever more near to the semester break, we will be doing quite a few more reviews on quia and AP Classroom. This is due on Monday 11/9/2026. The review covers materials that we have completed and can be done at any point this week.
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	A Review of the 16th-17th Centuries: European History
https://www.quia.com/quiz/5280972.html
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