AP US History 
September 21 – 25 2026
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· Hey all, sorry that I was out Friday. That was a bit unexpected. So, we got off the plan a bit but no worries. Hopefully, you completed Progress Check 3 on AP Classroom. I had hoped that we would discuss writing DBQs but no problem as I extended the date of the practice one. 
· Also, hate to be that guy but I did post a message from Mrs. Fleming about AP fees. But this is like an investment (tell your folks this) b/c almost a $100 is cheaper than a single semester hour at most schools. My aim is that all stick it to the universities and make a 4-5 (some schools give some credit for a 3).
· We got a bit off our plan last week so we will pick some of it this week. On Wednesday we will go over DBQ writing and do a practice essay on AP Classroom due Monday September 28th. 
· On Tuesday next week we will complete Unit Test MCQ 3.2 and we will do another DBQ on AP Classroom related to foreign policy. This will be the last unit test for the 1st Quarter.

MONDAY and TUESDAY
· SWBAT Examine the domestic and foreign policy issues of the Adams Admin. 1796-1800
· SWBAT Analyze primary and secondary text sources on the Jefferson Administration (domestic and foreign policy) (POL-1,2) (NAT-1-5) (WOR-2)

Materials							Strategy/Format
Text and Primary Sources						Close Text Reading (R.CCR.1)
								Marking the Text (R.CCR.1)
								Lecture-discussion SL.CCR.1
Student Skills
Periodization (1)
Chronological Reasoning (2)
Comparison and Context (3,4)
Historical Arguments (6,7)
Historical Interpretation (8)


Instructions
· Turn in the DBQ
· Today using your textbook and related documents we will be analyzing the Adams and Jefferson years (although I’m sort of shorting Adams……..pun intended)
· I did provide some background information for later when we head towards a unit test. Also, the info will help you on the rather long quia.com quiz for the weekend.

Important Background Information
· While Jefferson spoke of a revolution in 1800, he didn’t exactly sweep into power. Yet, he was one of the brightest of any Chief Executive. But it was not without defeats. The first involved battles with the Judiciary and another against scandal against his own past. 
· Next week we will look at the less successful aspects of Jefferson’s years. Foreign policy issues ruined Jefferson’s second term as war clouds gathered once again threatening to pull the U.S. into Europe’s Napoleonic War. This will actually where we will start unit 4.

ADAMS PRESIDENCY
· As so often happens in history the man that follows a great leader pales by comparison. Such was the fate of John Adams. As Washington’s VP (a job that he despised) he was a position to learn from a master leader. The problem was that Washington and Adams had no real relationship nor did Adams have a major role in cabinet meetings. There have been may VPs who have experienced this. However, as VP he was immediately the front runner in the Federalist party
· Standing against Adams was his former friend Thomas Jefferson. That Jefferson was a name more well-known than Adams is self-evident. However, at the time, Jefferson had some liabilities. He had been against many of the provisions of the Constitution. After his draft of the Declaration of Independence he left Philadelphia and became governor of Virginia. Some had criticized his lack of involvement in the Revolution that he helped spawn.
· The Election of 1796
· The Adams camp hoped to capitalize upon the Washington image and the success. A look at the election 
See Map Below
·  Even though Jefferson took two of three larger electoral states the grabbed most of the rest including Massachusetts. Also, as we saw the other day Adams won the larger cities. 
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· Figure 1 The bases of support reveal themselves clearly

The Adams Administration 
· John Adams early on discovered the fact that sometimes domestic and foreign policy issues mingle. The threat of being pulled into war continued as French ships were now attacking American merchantmen. The issue of impressment continued to weigh heavily and Adams decided to seek a parley with the French
· Adams labored to defuse growing tensions with France by sending two new diplomats, John Marshall and Elbridge Gerry, to join C.C. Pinckney in Paris. The French foreign minister, Charles Maurice de Talleyrand, kept the American mission waiting for weeks, then deployed agents (designated X, Y and Z by the Americans) Bribery was not uncommon at this time in diplomacy but the $12million was excessive even by those standards. It was at this juncture that a famous line in American history was supposedly uttered by ambassador Pinckney “No, no, not a sixpence!” or “Millions for defense, but not one cent for tribute.” This event came to be called the XYZ Affair
· Negotiations broke down and undeclared war broke out between France and the United States. This conflict known as the Quasi-War involved almost exclusively naval engagements with results being fairly even for both sides. However as a new round of war erupted in Europe this time featuring Napoleon a settlement was reached called the Convention of 1800, also known as the Treaty of Morfontaine.

The Alien and Sedition Acts
In a related event the Federalist leadership apparently imaged themselves into a belief that French spies were everywhere and so the drafted one of the most ill-fated and undemocratic measures in U.S. History. 
· A Federalist-controlled Congress passed a series of laws which, on the surface, were designed to control the activities of foreigners in the United States during a time of impending war. Beneath the surface, however, the real intent of these laws was to permanently weaken the Jefferson Republicans. The laws, known collectively as the “Alien and Sedition Acts,” included:
· The Naturalization Act, which extended the residency period from 5 to 14 years for those aliens seeking citizenship; this law was aimed at Irish and French immigrants who were often active in Republican politics
· The Alien Act, which allowed the deportation without trial of aliens deemed dangerous during peacetime.
· The Alien Enemies Act, which allowed the expulsion or imprisonment of aliens deemed dangerous during wartime. This was never enforced, but it did prompt numerous Frenchmen to return home
· The Sedition Act, which provided for fines or imprisonment for individuals who criticized the government, Congress, or president in speech or print
It was clear that the intent of these laws were political as most recent aliens upon attaining citizenship identified more with the Jeffersonians than Federalists. Hamilton saw immigration as the permanent weakening of the Federalists power base. Though Adams was trouble by the laws Hamilton and his group known as High Federalists made it clears that if Adams wanted continued support in Congress for his initiative, then he’d better sign the bills. This was not only an attack on civil rights but probably the death blow to Adams legacy. Hamilton however did not realize it at the time but that was a nail in the coffin of the Federalists as well. The violation of civil rights during peacetime spelled future mistrust of the party itself.

The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions (Resolves)
· The Jefferson Response to the Alien and Sedition Acts were powerful and set an important legal precedent in the theme of state’s rights versus Federal power. Since Congress was firmly controlled by the Federalists, the fight against the Alien and Sedition Acts moved to the state legislatures in late 1798. James Madison prepared the Virginia Resolution and Jefferson wrote the Kentucky Resolution Since Jefferson didn’t live in Kentucky, he ghost wrote them for John Breckenridge, who brought them before the Kentucky legislature. 
· The two sets of resolutions followed a similar argument: The states had the duty to nullify within their borders those laws that were unconstitutional. The Alien and Sedition acts were unconstitutional because they infringed on the reserved powers of the states. Nothing concrete resulted from the passage of these resolutions; no other states followed with similar actions. Though the Alien Act was never enforced and the Sedition Act was rarely enforced the implications seemed dangerous to free speech and press. Later on when slavery becomes a major controversy several southern states will dust off the idea of nullification. Before that the idea of nullifying a law will nearly lead to civil war in the 1820s over a tariff. 






· The Election of 1800 The election of 1800 between John Adams and Thomas Jefferson was an emotional and hard-fought campaign. Each side believed that victory by the other would ruin the nation.
Federalists attacked Jefferson as an un-Christian deist whose sympathy for the French Revolution would bring similar bloodshed and chaos to the United States. On the other side, the Democratic-Republicans denounced the strong centralization of federal power under Adams's presidency. Republicans' specifically objected to the expansion of the U.S. army and navy, the attack on individual rights in the Alien and Sedition Acts, and new taxes and deficit spending used to support broadened federal action.
The election's outcome brought a dramatic victory for Democratic-Republicans who swept both houses of Congress, including a decisive 65 to 39 majority in the House of Representatives. The presidential decision in the Electoral College was somewhat closer, but the most intriguing aspect of the presidential vote stemmed from an outdated Constitutional provision whereby the Republican candidates for president and vice president actually ended up tied with one another.
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Interestingly, the old Federalist Congress would make the decision, since the newly elected Republicans had not yet taken office. Most Federalists preferred Burr, and, once again, Alexander Hamilton shaped an unpredictable outcome. After numerous blocked ballots, Hamilton helped to secure the presidency for Jefferson, the man he felt was the lesser of two evils. Ten state delegations voted for Jefferson, 4 supported Burr, and 2 made no choice.
· As the first peaceful transition of political power between opposing parties in U.S. history, however, the election of 1800 had far-reaching significance. Jefferson appreciated the momentous change and his inaugural address called for reconciliation by declaring that, “We are all Republicans, we are all Federalists.
Homework
None or look over the docs for your first DBQ

WENESDAY
· SWBAT analyze the seven steps (IOT) to write a beautiful DBQ essay

Materials						Strategy/Format
PPT, Rubric, and example docs				Writing Skills

Student Skills
Thesis		Contextualization		Analysis 	Sourcing 	Explaining 	Complexity

Introduction
· The DBQ makes up 25% of the AP Exam score. Out a possible 7 points last you’re the global average was only a 3.7 but WSHS was 4.9 which is good but room for improvement. Today we are going to look at the process of writing the DBQ. 
· Over the weekend you will write your first one on AP Classroom. This is the only accepted format for this practice test and is very similar to what you’ll experience on the actual test day. Our practice DBQ is a familiar topic so hopefully this will help you. Here is the prompt: “Evaluate the extent to which the American Revolution changed society from 1765 – 1800.”
Thesis +1 This is where you will take a position. While it might sound weird you actually must use “extent” in your answer. So” large extent” or “small extent.” Now we already have dealt with this subject in the past. The second thing that you must do is to preview your arguments. If you think large extent or small extent you have to give some examples based upon the seven sources. This should be your first or second paragraph. 

Context +1 This is basically a paragraph of background related to the topic. Normally in any essay prompt about change you’d be discussing what it was like before the change. So as you can see you must read the source to detect changes: In this essay 3 sources discuss pre-Revolution anger over Stamp and Tea Act. There is also the Paul Revere woodcut. Next you have a woman discussing roles of women in society but have another prominent woman discussing an anti-Constitution POV. You have a petition on taxation, and the date indicates that it’s related to Shays’s Rebellion. Finally. one source related to Hamilton’s Financial Plan.

Supports the Sources +1 You are required to use no less than 4 sources for this operation. Here you will clearly tell the reader which one’s that you have chosen to use. If you use all 7 this is worth an extra point (see Complexity below). The easiest way to do this is something like “A petition from poor farmers in Massachusetts….” Then in your own words discuss what the source is about.

Describes the Source +1 Here you will give more detailed info about the historical context of the source. For example on the Paul Revere woodcut you’d discuss the Boston Massacre in some detail. You need to do this for no less than THREE sources. Most likely it’ll be three out of the four that you used for “supports.” To get the point you’ll need detail one or two sentence will not be enough.
Explains the Source/HIPP +1 So you might recall from the summer assignment that I explained HIPP and you answered some question where you discussed POV, Bias, Tone. For my students this is the most frequently missed point but it is actually very easy. For example, the Warren source you can clearly tell that she is Anti-Federalist and this is her POV and the language of the sources is a bit charged. You will analyze no less than 2 sources. You might write it like this. “As a woman from Massachusetts, a state that was at the center of the Revolution one might expect the speaker to fear a new government that was too centralized.” If you do this well on 4 sources then you can get an extra point (see complexity).

Outside Evidence +1 One this section you bring in your own information related to the prompt. This cannot be related to one of the seven sources. You have a prompt about change and you should have identified some trends. Now think about what you know about change from 1765 – 1800. You could cite something like slavery, native-Americans, the rise of political parties. But remember that it can’t be related to a source. So in this case I’d steer clear of women’s rights as a source is discussing loosely the idea of Republican Womanhood. Remember that this has to has some detailed discussion. It can be found really anywhere in the essay except the thesis-context sections.

Complexity (formerly known as the “unicorn point”) +1 This was once VERY difficult to get but now it is so much easier. If you support all sources accurately, do HIPP for 4 sources, or connect some aspect of the prompt time frame to an earlier or later similar event you can get this point. This last method is called synthesis. This will be easier the later the time frame of the prompt.

Overall strategy: 
· You should always read the docs before you do anything else and look at the citation and the date.
· Look for signs of a very evident POV and clearly aggressive tone. For example on the SC Gazette source. The speaker is describing a SC “Tea Party” but is very objective. Meanwhile the pro-Hamilton guy uses charged language. 
· Never use quotations. You get no credit for it and it only slows you down. 
· On most writing a conclusion paragraph is important but since you are writing against the clock it is not necessary here.

The Assignment 
You will write a DBQ essay due Monday 9/28/2026 found on AP Classroom. This is not part of the unit test but sort of a drill to get you ready!


THURSDAY and FRIDAY (recap questions)
· SWBAT Examine key domestic issues of Jefferson’s Presidency 1800 – 1808 (IOT) complete Unit Test Thursday

Materials					Format/Strategy
Video and notes					lecture-discussion

Introduction
· While Jefferson spoke of a revolution, he didn’t exactly sweep into power. Yet, he his first administration was one of the best of any executive. But it was not without defeats. The first involved battles with the Judiciary and another against scandal against his own past. 
· Next week we will look at the less successful aspects of Jefferson’s years.
JEFFERSON’S PRESIDENCY
Domestic Issues
The Nature of Jefferson’s Presidency
a. Jefferson’s Philosophy (Idealism vs. Realism) reflected a certain utopianism. We discussed the “Jefferson Idyll” about God’s chosen people, the farmer. He continued to support policies aimed at the common man.
b. Albert Gallatin, the new Secretary of Treasury fulfilled Jefferson’s demand s of balancing the Federal budget by making deep cuts in both taxes and the size of government. Embassies were closed and White House staff was laid off.
The Battles with the Judiciary
c. The Midnight Appointments were politically motivated federal judgeships that serve as a black mark on Adams legacy. He appointed the judges under a new Judiciary Act 1801. This seemed to be justification of one of Jefferson’s greatest fears: an entrenched and immoral judgeship. His desire to end this power ran headlong against a new Chief Justice bent upon strengthening Federal power. 
d. The John Marshall court will have a number of important rulings that strengthened federal power.
e. Marbury v Madison (1803)** was the first very important court ruling. It struck down a federal law for the first time. We have seen state laws over-turned but this was much more important. The case was a victory for Jefferson because he was trying to keep Marbury off the court. But, he realized that it was actually a defeat. In pressing the issue he created judicial review.
f. Jefferson’s Fear of the Federal Court was also manifested in two other cases: The impeachment of Judges Chase and Pickering. Pickering was apparently an raving lunatic and needed to be removed but Chase was seemingly innocent having done nothing more than enforcing the Alien and Sedition acts very vigorously. He was not removed and found innocent following the impeachment hearings

The Louisiana Purchase[image: Map
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g. In 1803 Thomas Jefferson convinced 
           Congress to appropriate funds to buy 
            Louisiana Territory from France
            (Spain had lost it in a previous war.)

2. The Motives Jefferson had for buying this land involved two important ideas, one domestic and one foreign policy. The new available land would enable Jefferson’s social ideas (The Jefferson Idyll) to proceed into the distant future. Also, Jefferson was now worried about France’s possession of the territory. Napoleon had already by 1800 began to process of developing an empire and Jefferson feared his aggressiveness. The Pinckney Treaty that had allowed the Americans the right of deposit in New Orleans could be abrogated by France. This would be a death blow to farming in the region. 
b The deal (perhaps the greatest in all history???) The U.S. paid 60 million francs ($11,250,000) plus cancellation of debts worth 18 million francs ($3,750,000), for a total sum of 15 million dollars (less than 3 cents per acre) for the Louisiana territory $219 million in 2010 dollars, less than 42 cents per acre! Interestingly enough part of the financing for the purchase was made through a loan from Britain (France’s traditional enemy)
c. The Purchase area encompassed all or part of 15 current U.S. states and two Canadian provinces. The land purchased contained all of present-day Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, parts of Minnesota that were west of the Mississippi River, most of North Dakota, nearly all of South Dakota, northeastern New Mexico, northern Texas, the portions of Montana, Wyoming, and Colorado east of the Continental Divide, and Louisiana west of the Mississippi River, including the city of New Orleans. (parts of this area were still claimed by Spain at the time of the Purchase.)
c. The Louis and Clark 1804 – 1806 was the first overland expedition to the U.S. Pacific coast and back, led by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark. Initiated by Pres. Thomas Jefferson, the expedition set out to find an overland route to the Pacific, documenting its exploration through the new Louisiana Purchase. About 40 men, skilled in various trades, left St. Louis in 1804. They traveled up the Missouri River into present-day North Dakota, where they built Fort Mandan (later Bismarck) and wintered among the Mandan Sioux. Key to the mission’s success was the presence of Sacajawea as interpreter. All but one member of the expedition survived. 

Closure
Jefferson’s entry into the Presidency was revolutionary in some ways. His goals were reflected by his philosophy, but we also see that Jefferson was also contradictory in his handling of some events. The attempts by Marshall to carve out an important niche for the Supreme Court were successful and we will see this as yet another trend. The Louisiana Purchase was w/o question the high point of Jefferson’s Presidency. Next week we shall see that his (like many Presidents) second term will be fraught with difficulty.

Weekend Homework
Complete the DBQ and start looking over your notes for Unit Test 3.2 on Tuesday September 29 
The Writing sample will be writing a DBQ again and this will be due on Friday October 2nd 
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