AP US History 
November 9 – 13 2026
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· So last week we got off our plan because of the activity schedule (and of course we are also out for Veterans’ Day on Wednesday) so we will pick up with that Monday. Hopefully you completed the Unit 3 Review on quia. More of this to come this week. This one is related to a bunch of materials that we are currently completing one that is https://www.quia.com/quiz/5852695.html This one is a bit different because it is NOT all document-based. At the end of the week we will have a good old-fashioned quiz in class covering Manifest Destiny 1835 – 1855. This will be document-based and short answer format. 

MONDAY
· SWBAT Examine the 1850 Compromise and the political impact on the Whig Party (IOT) complete recap (WOR-5) (POL-3,5,6) (NAT-5)
· SWBAT analyze secondary source on the cause-effect of the Mexican War (WOR-5) (POL-3,5,6) (NAT-5)

Materials						Strategy/Format
Ppt docs 						Lecture-discussion (L.CCR.2,3)

Introduction
· As we saw Emerson believed that the Mexican War would lead to national suicide and a young Abraham Lincoln believed that the war was an unjust attempt to spread slavery. The end of the war did indeed lead to tremendous sectional tensions mad worse by the fact the two major parties seemed split on the issue.

Organizing the Mexican Cession and the Election of 1848
· As we saw, the future territories entry into the union would reawaken the slavery debate. The Whig Party with its strength in the North wanted to preclude slavery and the Democrats with its base in the South wanted to allow it based upon popular sovereignty. And of course, there were extremists in both parties, abolitionists in the North and “fire-eaters” in the south who claimed any attempt to stop slavery was unconstitutional based upon the Fifth Amendment “property clause.”
· There was also a potential split in both parties, because “Conscious Whigs” in the north were split from many of the slave owners in the party (mainly in VA, KY, and TN). Additionally, in the Democratic Party there were “barnburners” like David Wilmot of PA who called for restrictions which angered most southerners. 
· The Whigs in 1848 chose a Louisiana slave owner who was also a recent war hero, Zachary Taylor in an attempt to gain national attraction and, pacify the slave owning wing. The Democrats abiding by a new strategy, chose a less controversial Northern Democrat supporter of popular sovereignty, Lewis Cass. 
· To complicate matters further, a new party the Free-Soil Party formed revolving around the Wilmot Proviso. This was led by former President Martin Van Buren.  The election results were very close and while the Free-Soilers won no electoral votes, they polled about 10% of the popular vote and most of these were sapped from the Democrats many of whom had grown uncomfortable with the radicals in its own party.  Zachery Taylor and his VP Millard Fillmore won the White House while only winning the popular vote by .3% over the Democrats.
· Sixteen months into his term Taylor died of a stomach ailment leaving Fillmore to be President until 1852. There had been rumor in D.C. about Taylor being poisoned by pro-slavery men b/c he supported the provisions that became the 1850 compromise. This seems unlikely but it was sure that Fillmore was ready to sign any compromise to avoid civil war. Fillmore will also be dumped.


The 1850 Compromise
· And so, it was for one last time the 70-year-old Henry Clay was called to fashion a compromise, the last as it turns out. The parts of the compromise all related to the Mexican Cession lands. 
· The United States had recently acquired a vast territory -- the result of its war with Mexico. Should the territory allow slavery, or should it be declared free? Or maybe the inhabitants should be allowed to choose for themselves (popular sovereignty)? 
· California -- a territory that had grown tremendously with the gold rush of 1849, had recently petitioned Congress to enter the Union as a free state. There was a particular problem here because the 1820 compromise had set a pattern between slave and free states but this was only for the Louisiana Purchase and besides, the 30-30 Line would have bisected CA. This would never have been allowed and if forced the Bear Flag Republic would have stayed just that way, apart from the U.S.  Ever since the Missouri Compromise, the balance between slave states and free states had been maintained; any proposal that threatened this balance would almost certainly not win approval. 
· There was a dispute over land: Texas claimed that its territory extended all the way to Santa Fe but the new territory of New Mexico disputed this. 
· There was Washington, D.C. Not only did the nation's capital allow slavery, it was home to the largest slave market in North America.
· Finally, and ultimately the most problematic issue was the southern demand for a strengthened Fugitive Slave Law

The Northern Reaction to the Fugitive Slave Law
· The personal liberty laws of the northern “free” states, enacted between 1780 and 1859, protected African-Americans from kidnapping and from being claimed as fugitive slaves. Interestingly these states invoked “states rights” and the idea of interposition, an idea similar to nullification
· Slave-holding states complained that the laws violated the Fugitive Slave Clause of the Constitution and the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793. Abolitionists responded that a fundamental principle of state sovereignty was that states could define the status of its inhabitants and protect them in their liberty.
· A famous example of northern resistance to slave catchers was the Anthony Burns case. Burns was a runaway slave who lived in Boston. One evening Burns was grabbed and carried bodily by a half dozen men to the Boston Courthouse. His captors stashed him in the jury room and locked the door. Burns was told he would face a hearing the next morning. Then several members of an abolitionist organization known as the Vigilance Committee showed up in the courtroom the next morning. An antislavery lawyer named offered Burns his services. Burns was reluctant at first, but eventually accepted. A crowd of protesters 5000 strong broke into the courthouse intent on freeing Burns. In the melee a deputy was shot and killed. In the end Marines were brought in to disperse the angry mob and Burns was returned to bondage.
· The threat of violence over slavery on both sides now seemed to be at a point of no return to be made even worse by a new proposal to organize Nebraska Territory but more on this later.


Homework
Work on the quia review due on Friday
https://www.quia.com/quiz/5852695.html .
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TUESDAY and THURSDAY (Out for Veterans’ Day Wednesday)[image: Thank you, Veterans - JA Show]

· SWBAT explain causation of the Kansas-Nebraska Act (POL-3,6, 7)
· SWBAT Examine the origins of the 3rd Party System (POL-3,6, 7)
Materials						Strategy/Format
Ppt and /maps						Lecture-discussion (SL.CCR.1)
							Primary sources L.CCR.4,6)

Student Skills
Periodization
Context
Evaluation
Synthesis

Introduction
· As late as 1850, the two-party system seemed healthy. Democrats and Whigs drew strength in all parts of the country. Then, in the early 1850s, the two-party system began to disintegrate party due to slavery and party in response to massive foreign immigration. By 1856 the Whig Party had collapsed and been replaced by a new sectional party, the Republicans. 
· In 1849 a New Yorker named Charles Allen responded to this anti-Catholic hostility by forming a secret fraternal society made up of native-born Protestant working men. Allen called this secret society "The Order of the Star-Spangled Banner," and it soon formed the nucleus of a new political party known as the Know-Nothing or the American Party. The party received its name from the fact that when members were asked about the workings of the party, they were supposed to reply, "I know nothing."
· By 1855 the Know-Nothings had captured control of the legislatures in parts of New England and were the dominant opposition party to the Democrats in New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana. In the presidential election of 1856, the party supported Millard Fillmore and won more than 21 percent of the popular vote and 8 Electoral votes. In Congress, the party had 5 senators and 43 representatives. Between 1853 and 1855, the Know Nothings replaced the Whigs as the nation's second largest party. 
· It was hard for the Know-Nothings to maintain a national party because their ideas were so diverse. Additionally, some of their ideas were offensive even to some of its own members. By 1856 they will be gone but some of the Free-soil members would form into the new Republican Party
The Kansas-Nebraska Act 1854
· Despite the fact that animosity over slavery still existed, tensions had been fairly subdued. Interestingly the man partly responsible for the relaxed tensions (due to his sponsorship of the 1850 Compromise) was most responsible for pushing events toward a point on no return. Stephen A. Douglas proposed that the area west of Iowa and Missouri--which had been set aside as a permanent Indian reservation--be opened to white settlement. One of the main factors in this decision involved northern competition over the proposed route of a transcontinental railroad. You hopefully remember that the south had embarked upon the same plan with the Gadsden Purchase. Southern members of Congress demanded that Douglas add a clause specifically repealing the Missouri Compromise, which would have barred slavery from the region. Instead, the status of slavery in the region would be decided by a vote of the region's settlers (Popular Sovereignty). In its final form, Douglas's bill created two territories, Kansas and Nebraska, and declared that the Missouri Compromise was "inoperative and void." With solid support from Southern Whigs and Southern Democrats and the votes of half of the Northern Democratic members of Congress, the measure passed. The 36-30 Line was dead as Henry Clay…. Oh, that seems pretty harsh….sorry Henry.
· His critics charged that the Illinois Senator's chief interest was to win the Democratic presidential nomination in 1860 (which was probably at least partly true) and secure a right of way for a transcontinental railroad that would make Chicago the country's transportation hub. Douglas did not hide his ambitions but also said that building the west up could make it a counter-weight with the North and South.
· Political and economic pressure to organize Kansas and Nebraska had become overwhelming. Midwestern farmers agitated for new land. A southern transcontinental rail route had been completed through the Gadsden Purchase in December 1853. Promoters of a northern railroad route for a viewed territorial organization as essential. Missouri slaveholders, already bordered on two sides by free states, believed that slavery in their state was doomed if they were surrounded by a free territory. This issue was about to explode!
A Party is Born: The Republicans
· The Kansas-Nebraska Act led Northern Democrats with Free Soil sentiments to repudiate their own elected representatives. In the elections of 1854, 44 of the 51 Northern Democratic representatives who voted for the act were defeated in their own mid-term elections!
· The chief beneficiary of these defections was a new political organization, the Republican Party. A combination of antislavery radicals, old-line Whigs, former Jacksonian Democrats, and antislavery immigrants, the Republican Party was committed to barring slavery from the western territories. It included a number of people, like William H. Seward of New York, who believed that blacks should receive civil rights including the right to vote. But the new party also attracted many individuals, like Salmon P. Chase and Abraham Lincoln, who favored colonization as the only workable solution to slavery. Despite their differences, however, all of these groups shared a conviction that the western territories should be saved for free labor. "Free labor, free soil, free men," was the Republican slogan as it had been for the Free Soil Party before them.
· By 1856 the Republicans will run their first Presidential Candidate, John C. Frémont of California.
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Bleeding Kansas
· The Kansas-Nebraska Act stated that the future status of slavery in the territories was to be decided by popular sovereignty both antislavery Northerners and proslavery Southerners competed to win the region for their section. Since Nebraska was too far north to attract slave owners, Kansas became the arena of sectional conflict. For six years, proslavery and antislavery factions fought in Kansas as popular sovereignty degenerated into violence. 
· There was cheating on both sides ahead of the election. Even before the 1854 act had been passed, Eli Thayer, a businessman and educator from Worcester, Massachusetts, had organized the New England Emigrant Aid Company to promote the emigration of antislavery New Englanders to Kansas to "vote to make it free." By the summer of 1855, more than 9,000 pioneers had settled in Kansas.  Slaveholders from Missouri feared that the New England Emigrant Aid Company wanted to convert Kansas into a haven for runaway slaves. One Missouri lawyer told a cheering crowd that he would hang any "free soil" emigrant who came into Kansas. 
· Competition between proslavery and antislavery factions reached a climax on May 30, 1855, when Kansas held territorial elections. Although only 1,500 men were registered to vote, 6,000 ballots were cast, many of them by proslavery "border ruffians" from Missouri. As a result, a proslavery legislature was elected and met at Lecompton Kansas, which passed laws stipulating that only proslavery men could hold office or serve on juries. One statute imposed five years’ imprisonment for anyone questioning the legality of slavery in Kansas. This was known as the Lecompton Constitution.
· Free Soilers held their own "Free State" convention in Topeka in the fall of 1855, and drew up a constitution that prohibited slavery in Kansas, and also barred free blacks from the territory. Like the Free Soilers who settled California and Oregon, most Northerners in Kansas wanted the territory to be free and white. They submitted the Topeka Constitution to the territory's voters, who approved it by an overwhelming majority. The Topeka government then asked Congress to admit Kansas as a free state. Kansas now had two legislatures--one pro-slavery, the other against. President Franklin Pierce threw his support behind the proslavery legislature and asked Congress to admit Kansas to the Union as a slave state
[image: ]			Acts of Terrorism“Don’t mess with me. I’m John  Brown!”

· John Brown, a devoted Bible-quoting Calvinist who believed he had a personal duty to overthrow slavery, announced that the time had come "to fight fire with fire" and "strike terror in the hearts of proslavery men. The next day, in reprisal for the "sack of Lawrence" and the assault on Sumner, Brown and six companions dragged five proslavery men and boys from their beds at Pottawatomie Creek, split open their skulls with a sword and cut off their hands. This came to be known as the “Pottawatomie Massacre”
· A war of revenge erupted in Kansas. Columns of proslavery Southerners ransacked free farms and took "horses and cattle and everything else they can lay hold of" while they searched for Brown and the other "Pottawatomie killers." Armed bands looted enemy stores and farms. At Osawatomie, proslavery forces attacked John Brown's headquarters, leaving a dozen men dead. John Brown's men killed four Missourians, and proslavery forces retaliated by blockading the free towns of Topeka and Lawrence. Before it was over, guerilla warfare in eastern Kansas left 200 dead
FRIDAY (Quia Review is due today)
· SWBAT analyze sources (IOT) complete quiz on the slide toward Civil War (events 1835 - 1855)

Materials						Strategy/Format
Study Guide Quiz					Assessment-Review

Instructions
· Today, you will have a rather long quiz/review on the period 1835 - 1855. This will involve many key events including: War of Texas Independence, Mexican War, 1850 Compromise, and the Kansas Nebraska Act…..I know….its a bunch.
· Hey but the upside is NO HOMEWORK for the weekend.

Weekend Homework
None! Take a break.
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FORCING SLAVERY DOWN THE THROAT OF A FREESOILER
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THANK YOU, VETERANS

We honor you and are so thankful for your service





