AP US History
November 2 – 6 2026
[image: Why Mexico Won the Alamo but Lost the Mexican-American War - HISTORY]
· Hopefully you completed the SAQs for the Unit Test due Monday Morning.
· There is an assignment using the Textbook for the weekend so try and work ahead if you can (due in class on Thursday). See Questions below. You can access the online text. This is due on Thursday. Also, there is a Review of Unit 3 on the Quia.com platform. You do have an off day for Veterans’ Day next week on November 11th. And this is what I was saying last week. You will lose 7 days of class (another silly test day on Tuesday this week, Veterans Day 11/11, and 11/23 -  11/27 is Thanksgiving Break). This means each grade is that much more important. 

MONDAY/TUESDAY (Another ridiculous testing day)
· SWBAT Examine the war of Texas Independence and the impact on American politics (IOT) complete weekend homework and recap questions (WOR-5) (POL-2,3,6) (MIG-3) (NAT-5)
Materials							Strategy/Format
PPT 								Lecture-discussion( L.CCR.2,3)

Historical Skills
Chronology 1,3
Comp/Context 5
Interpretation 8,9

Introduction d
· As we have discussed Manifest Destiny had been a blessing and a curse. The post War of 1812 period presented a period of charged nationalism and expansion. However, this spirit also crushed anyone who got in the way. It forced Native removal and sparked fears of civil war over slavery. As you also saw yesterday, immigration was creating population pressures in the east as waves of Irish and Germans came to America to escape from famine and political tensions.
· Against the backdrop of this event Mexico had gained its independence from Spain and inherited territories north of the Rio Grande River. Expansionists in America believed that these Mexican lands were ripe for the taking, assuming that Mexico was far weaker than Spain had been. This sets the stage for U.S.-Mexican tensions in the 1830s-1840s.
Tejas and Mexican-Americans
· One of the immediate problems for Mexico was to populate and thus control its northern provinces (modern day Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, California, and further north to the 1818 line set by the Adams-Onis and Intercontinental Treaty). Mexicans were too poor to purchase lands from the government and many saw Tejas (Texas) as worthless and dangerous as Apache attacks were common. So, the Mexican government embarked upon a fateful decision: invite American immigrants to the region.
· In the 1820s the Mexican government reached out to land hungry Americans inviting them to become Mexican citizens and buy Texas lands. Of course as Mexican-Americans, one would be expected to obey the law and pay taxes. This was known as the impresario system.
· The plan involved impresarios or Americans who would come to Texas and then serve as land agents for the Mexican government. One of the first of this group was Stephen F. Austin.
·  By 1830 the Anglo population swelled and Mexican authorities grew increasingly suspicious of the growing American presence. Mexico feared that the United States planned to use the Texas colonists to acquire the province by revolution. Differences in language and culture had produced bitter enmity between the colonists and native Mexicans. The colonists refused to learn the Spanish language, maintained their own separate schools, and conducted most of their trade with the United States
· The spark of the coming conflict developed when the Mexican government reaffirmed its Constitutional prohibition against slavery, established a chain of military posts occupied by convict soldiers, restricted trade with the United States, and decreed an end to further American immigration.
· As a result of these situations, Texas declared independence and waited to see Mexican reactions
The Situation Intensifies
· In 1832, General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, a Mexican politician and soldier, became Mexico's president. Colonists hoped that he would make Texas a self-governing state within the Mexican republic. But once in power, Santa Anna proved to be less liberal than many Texans had believed. He organized an army and marched foe Texas! A show down was now imminent,
· Texans prepared for war by electing Sam Houston commander of whatever military forces he could muster. Houston, one of the larger-than-life figures who helped win Texas independence, Houston had run away from home at the age of 15 and lived for three years with the Cherokee Indians in eastern Tennessee. He was a rough and tough guy with military experience in the War of 1812. At 30 he was elected to the House of Representatives and at 34 he was elected governor of Tennessee. Some wanted to groom him for the Presidency. But his drinking and wildness seemed to preclude this.
· In 1835, scattered local outbursts erupted against Mexican rule. Then, a band of 300-500 Texas riflemen--who comprised the entire Texas army--captured Mexico's military headquarters in San Antonio. Revolution was underway
The Battle of the Alamo
· Ominous news reached Texas that Santa Anna himself was marching north with 7,000 soldiers to crush the revolt. In actuality, Santa Anna's army was not particularly impressive; it was filled with raw recruits, and included many Indian troops who spoke and understood little Spanish. Houston knew that San Antonio would be an objective and he order his troops out of the city. However, about 150 stayed behind supposedly to give token resistance to slow down Santa Anna’s advance.
· The mission/fort called the Alamo was defended mostly by recent Tennesseans who had migrated to the area, Davy Crockett being the most famous. [image: http://akorra.com/uploads/1/Battle_of_the_Alamo.jpg]

· For twelve days, Mexican forces lay 
siege to the Alamo. Travis issued an appeal for 
reinforcements, but only 32 men 
were able to cross Mexican lines. Legend has 
it that on the evening of March 5, 1836, 
Travis, realizing that defense of the Alamo was 
futile, Travis drew a line in the dirt with his sword. Only those willing to die for Texas 
independence, Travis announced to the garrison, should step across the line and defend the Alamo. All but two men did. One refused to cross the line, and another, Jim Bowie, too sick to move from his cot, called over some friends and had them carry him across Travis's line. 
March 6, Mexican troops scaled the mission's walls. By 8 a.m., the fighting was over. 183 defenders lay dead--including several Mexican defenders who had fought for Texas independence. (Seven defenders surrendered and were immediately executed, and approximately 15 persons survived, including an American woman and her child). Mexican forces soaked the defenders' bodies in oil, stacked them like cordwood outside the mission, and set them ablaze.

The Battle of San Jacinto and Independence
Sam Houston gained time to raise and train an army because Santa Anna had slowed down to defeat the defenders of the Alamo. Volunteers from the American South flocked to his banner. On April 21, his army of less than 800 men surprised Santa Anna's army as it camped out on the San Jacinto River, east of present-day Houston. The next day, Houston's army captured Santa Anna himself and forced him to sign a treaty granting Texas its independence--a treaty that was never ratified by the Mexican government because it was acquired under duress. 
For most Mexican settlers in Texas, defeat meant that they would be relegated to second-class social, political, and economic positions. The new Texas Constitution denied citizenship and property rights to those who failed to support the revolution. All persons of Hispanic ancestry were considered in the "denial" category unless they could prove otherwise. Consequently, many Mexican landowners fled the region.

Conclusion
The victory over Santa Anna and the independence of Texas were huge events in the media of the day. Not surprisingly some people called for Texas statehood (which many in Texas did not actually want). However, this reawakens the slavery question yet again. For southerners, this was an easy sell because it was below Clay’s 36-30 Line. But, northerners countered that it was not the Louisiana Purchase for which the line was made. Stay tuned for further developments

Homework
Using your textbook (online or you can check out one of the “Big Uglies”) answer the following questions due on Thursday (typed or handwritten)
Manifest Destiny and Western Expansion (GEO-3) (POL-6)
pp: 412 - 418

1. How had the nation avoided explosive issues following the Missouri Crisis? What was expressed as the "God given duty" of Americans?

2. Explain how racism played a part in Manifest Destiny.

3. What European power controlled the Oregon Territory and what groups had moved into the region in the early antebellum period?

4. What military and trade interests developed in Oregon Territory?

5. Essentially what was "Oregon Fever?" What states were the points of origin of many Oregon settlers?

6. What evidence was presented showing the difficulties of life along the Oregon Trail?

7. Complete the Identify Causes Question on page 413.

8. How did Spanish authorities attempt to control California in the 18th century? How or why did this situation change in1821?

9. Explain the cultural blending that occurred in California during this period. How did economics drive cultural assimilation?

10. What was the hope of other Americans who did not assimilate towards the future of California?

11. What impact did environment have in shaping the unique nature of the Great Plains?


WENESDAY and THURSDAY
· SWBAT Examine the causes and effects of the Mexican War. 1845 - 1848 (WOR-5) (POL-3,5,6) (NAT-5)
· SWBAT analyze sources on Mexican War and slavery (IOT) complete questions

Materials						Strategy/Format
Ppt docs packet						Lecture-discussion ( L.CCR.2,3)
							Docs analysis (R.CCR.1)
Historical Skills
Chronology 1,3
Comp/Context 5
Interpretation 8,9 

Introduction
· From 1845 – 1855 the last opportunity to avoid civil war may have come and passed. However, in 1845 with the outbreak of the Mexican War, the nation briefly became transfixed upon a common enemy, Mexico. Tensions with Mexico started to escalate from the moment that annexation and statehood seemed to be President John Tyler’s goal. Tyler, perhaps hoping for a last ditch opportunity to win support called for the annexation despite Mexican threats. However, his timing was poor. The bill came through Congress and he signed it after the 1844 Election had given the White House to fellow southerner, James K. Polk. In early 1845, when Congress voted to annex Texas, Mexico expelled the American ambassador and cut diplomatic relations. But it did not declare war.
· President James K. Polk was the embodiment of Manifest Destiny. His Democratic candidacy largely centered on the annexation of Texas war with Britain if necessary to gain his interpretation of the US Canadian border. The slogan “54-40 or Fight” was a reference to the dispute that Britain believed the border was farther south. The border dispute quietly was settled at the 49th parallel where it is today. Texas was also annexed stealing some of his thunder. Nevertheless, another issue would crop up in 1845 involving the disputed border between Texas and Mexico.
The Border Issue
· Mexico claimed the Texas and Mexico’s border was the Nueces River will Texas (The US government)
Claimed that it was the Rio Grande. Peaceful settlement of the two countries' 
differences still seemed possible. In the fall of 1845, the President offered $5million if Mexico agreed to recognize the Rio Grande River as the 
southwestern boundary of Texas. Earlier, the Spanish government had [image: ]


defined the Texas boundary as the Nueces River, 130 miles north and east 
of the Rio Grande. No Americans lived between the Nueces and the
 Rio Grande, although many Hispanics lived in the region.
· In addition, James Slidell was sent to attempt to purchase from Mexico he United States also offered up to $5 million for the province of New Mexico--which included Nevada and Utah and parts of four other states--and up to $25 million for California. Polk was anxious to acquire California because in mid-October 1845, he had been led to believe that Mexico had agreed to cede California to Britain as payment for debts.
· Polk knew full well that the Mexicans were unlikely to accept this offer so he prepared for war.
“Mr. Polk’s War”
· Already incensed over the annexation of Texas, refused to accept an American envoy. The failure of the negotiations led Polk to order Brigadier General Zachary Taylor to march 3,000 troops southwest from Corpus Christi, Texas, to "defend the Rio Grande" River. Late in March of 1846, Taylor and his men set up camp along the Rio Grande, directly across from the Mexican city of Matamoros, on a stretch of land claimed by both Mexico and the United States. In addition, an agent was sent to foment a rebellion among Americans and californios (anti-government Mexicans).
· On April 25, 1846, a Mexican cavalry force crossed the Rio Grande and clashed with a small American squadron, forcing the Americans to surrender after the loss of several lives. On May 11, after he received word of the border clash, Polk asked Congress to acknowledge that a state of war already existed "by the act of Mexico herself...notwithstanding all our efforts to avoid it." "Mexico," the President announced, "has passed the boundary of the United States, has invaded our territory and shed American blood upon the American soil." Congress responded with a declaration of war
The Protests against the War
· In the storm of protests against the Mexican War it sounds much like the accusations that war in Iraq was about oil and not weapons of mass destruction. This time Whigs and some northern Democrats (called Barnburners by other Democrats) cried foul believing that this war was about extending slavery. As you already know Thoreau was jailed over protesting but young Abraham Lincoln, a Whig congressman from Illinois stood in Congress to denounce Mr. Polk’s War. But as the war gained patriotic fervor, young Mr. Lincoln lost his re-election bid.
· Abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison's militant newspaper, the Liberator, expressed open support for the Mexican people: "Every lover of Freedom and humanity throughout the world must wish them the most triumphant success."
The War and its Highlights
· When the war first started many observers in Europe believed that Mexico would win. Our army was smaller and we were fighting in Mexican territory. However, the American leadership was far superior, use of artillery well trained, and our logistical capabilities strong. Further, the small American navy was able to land troops at will along the Mexican Gulf coast.
·  American forces quickly conquered Mexico's northernmost provinces. In less than two months, Colonel Stephen Kearny marched his 1,700-man army more than a thousand miles, occupied Santa Fe, and declared New Mexico's 80,000 inhabitants American citizens. 
· Meanwhile in California the rebellion met with great success. American settlers in California's Sacramento Valley, fearful that Mexican authorities were about to expel them from the region, revolted. In early July, U.S. naval and marine forces captured the California town of Monterey and proclaimed California a part of the United States. 
· Despite the unbroken string of American victories, Mexico refused to negotiate. In disgust, Polk ordered General Winfield Scott to invade central Mexico from the sea, march inland, and capture Mexico City. On March 9, 1847, the Mexicans allowed Scott and a force of 10,000 men to land unopposed at Veracruz on Gulf of Mexico. Scott's troops then began to march on the Mexican capital. On September 14, 1847, the Americans entered the Mexican capital, and raised the American flag over Mexico City-- an event commemorated in the Marine Corps hymn.
The End of the War (and perhaps a glimpse of Civil War)
· Americans waited impatiently for a final peace settlement, they grew increasingly divided over their war aims. Ultra-expansionists, who drew support from northeastern cities as well as from the West, wanted the United States to annex all of Mexico. Many Southerners, led by John C. Calhoun, called for a unilateral withdrawal to the Rio Grande. They opposed annexation of any of Mexico below the Rio Grande because they did not want to extend American citizenship to Mexicans. Most Democratic Party leaders, however, wanted to annex at least the one-third of Mexico south and west of the Rio Grande.
· On February 22, 1848, word reached Washington that a peace treaty, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, ending the Mexican War. Mexico ceded to the United States only those areas that Polk had originally sought to purchase. Mexico ceded California, Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, and parts of Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, and Wyoming to the United States for $15 million and the assumption of $3.25 million in debts owed to Americans by Mexico. This is sometimes known as the Mexican Cession. The treaty also settled the Texas border dispute in favor of the United States, placing the Texas-Mexico boundary at the Rio Grande River.
A Sign of Trouble to Come
· The Mexican War was to reignite the question of slavery in the western territories. Even before the war had begun, writer Ralph Waldo Emerson had predicted that the United States would "conquer Mexico, but it will be as the man who swallows the arsenic which will bring him down in turn. Mexico will poison us." 
· Another very important sign of trouble was the Wilmot Proviso. Yet the Pennsylvania Democrat was so adamantly against the extension of slavery to lands ceded by Mexico, he me a proposition that would divide the Congress. On August 8, 1846, Wilmot introduced legislation in the House that boldly declared, "neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist" in lands won in the Mexican-American War. It is important to note that he was a northern Democrat because we sign a sign of the split on slavery that is about to cause the party’s self-destruction. He was not opposed to slavery on principal but wanted to see the spread stopped. In this, he was like many Whigs. Of course, the slavery issue will also weaken the Whigs because their upper South supporters would soon rejoin the Democrats. [image: U.S. 1850]


Homework
Continue work on the Manifest Destiny Questions These are Due in class.

FRIDAY
· SWBAT Examine the 1850 Compromise and the political impact on the Whig Party (IOT) complete recap (WOR-5) (POL-3,5,6) (NAT-5)

Materials						Strategy/Format
Ppt docs 						Lecture-discussion (L.CCR.2,3)

Introduction
· As we saw Emerson believed that the Mexican War would lead to national suicide and a young Abraham Lincoln believed that the war was an unjust attempt to spread slavery. The end of the war did indeed lead to tremendous sectional tensions mad worse by the fact the two major parties seemed split on the issue.

Organizing the Mexican Cession and the Election of 1848
· As we saw, the future territories entry into the union would reawaken the slavery debate. The Whig Party with its strength in the North wanted to preclude slavery and the Democrats with its base in the South wanted to allow it based upon popular sovereignty. And of course, there were extremists in both parties, abolitionists in the North and “fire-eaters” in the south who claimed any attempt to stop slavery was unconstitutional based upon the Fifth Amendment “property clause.”
· There was also a potential split in both parties, because “Conscious Whigs” in the north were split from many of the slave owners in the party (mainly in VA, KY, and TN). Additionally, in the Democratic Party there were “barnburners” like David Wilmot of PA who called for restrictions which angered most southerners. 
· The Whigs in 1848 chose a Louisiana slave owner who was also a recent war hero, Zachary Taylor in an attempt to gain national attraction and, pacify the slave owning wing. The Democrats abiding by a new strategy, chose a less controversial Northern Democrat supporter of popular sovereignty, Lewis Cass. 
· To complicate matters further, a new party the Free-Soil Party formed revolving around the Wilmot Proviso. This was led by former President Martin Van Buren.  The election results were very close and while the Free-Soilers won no electoral votes, they polled about 10% of the popular vote and most of these were sapped from the Democrats many of whom had grown uncomfortable with the radicals in its own party.  Zachery Taylor and his VP Millard Fillmore won the White House while only winning the popular vote by .3% over the Democrats.
· Sixteen months into his term Taylor died of a stomach ailment leaving Fillmore to be President until 1852. There had been rumor in D.C. about Taylor being poisoned by pro-slavery men b/c he supported the provisions that became the 1850 compromise. This seems unlikely but it was sure that Fillmore was ready to sign any compromise to avoid civil war. Fillmore will also be dumped.


The 1850 Compromise
· And so, it was for one last time the 70-year-old Henry Clay was called to fashion a compromise, the last as it turns out. The parts of the compromise all related to the Mexican Cession lands. 
· The United States had recently acquired a vast territory -- the result of its war with Mexico. Should the territory allow slavery, or should it be declared free? Or maybe the inhabitants should be allowed to choose for themselves (popular sovereignty)? 
· California -- a territory that had grown tremendously with the gold rush of 1849, had recently petitioned Congress to enter the Union as a free state. There was a particular problem here because the 1820 compromise had set a pattern between slave and free states but this was only for the Louisiana Purchase and besides, the 30-30 Line would have bisected CA. This would never have been allowed and if forced the Bear Flag Republic would have stayed just that way, apart from the U.S.  Ever since the Missouri Compromise, the balance between slave states and free states had been maintained; any proposal that threatened this balance would almost certainly not win approval. 
· There was a dispute over land: Texas claimed that its territory extended all the way to Santa Fe but the new territory of New Mexico disputed this. 
· There was Washington, D.C. Not only did the nation's capital allow slavery, it was home to the largest slave market in North America.
· Finally, and ultimately the most problematic issue was the southern demand for a strengthened Fugitive Slave Law

The Northern Reaction to the Fugitive Slave Law
· The personal liberty laws of the northern “free” states, enacted between 1780 and 1859, protected African-Americans from kidnapping and from being claimed as fugitive slaves. Interestingly these states invoked “states rights” and the idea of interposition, an idea similar to nullification
· Slave-holding states complained that the laws violated the Fugitive Slave Clause of the Constitution and the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793. Abolitionists responded that a fundamental principle of state sovereignty was that states could define the status of its inhabitants and protect them in their liberty.
· A famous example of northern resistance to slave catchers was the Anthony Burns case. Burns was a runaway slave who lived in Boston. One evening Burns was grabbed and carried bodily by a half dozen men to the Boston Courthouse. His captors stashed him in the jury room and locked the door. Burns was told he would face a hearing the next morning. Then several members of an abolitionist organization known as the Vigilance Committee showed up in the courtroom the next morning. An antislavery lawyer named offered Burns his services. Burns was reluctant at first, but eventually accepted. A crowd of protesters 5000 strong broke into the courthouse intent on freeing Burns. In the melee a deputy was shot and killed. In the end Marines were brought in to disperse the angry mob and Burns was returned to bondage.
· The threat of violence over slavery on both sides now seemed to be at a point of no return to be made even worse by a new proposal to organize Nebraska Territory but more on this later.


Homework
Complete the Manifest Destiny questions or work ahead on Progress Check due Next Tuesday.
[image: A cartoon of a person's head being held by other people

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Weekend Homework
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	Historical Period 3 Review 1754-1800
https://www.quia.com/quiz/5469661.html
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