AP US History
November 16 – 20 2026
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· Hopefully you enjoyed a brief respite from APUSH over the weekend but now it’s time to get back to work. On Wednesday you will have the MCQ part of Unit 5.1 in class on Wednesday (50 document based MCQs) The writing sample this time will be SAQs and these are on AP Classroom (already open) and due 11/20 before Thanksgiving Break. On Thursday and Friday we will be doing a few review activity as I hate to start the Civil War just before Thanksgiving Break.
· As we slide toward another break, we are right where we need to be in unit 5 starting the Civil War. Based upon the projected schedule we should at least be started on the next part of Unit 5 on Reconstruction just before mid-term exams. 
· So as a heads-up for the Midterm exam the format will be 100 MCQ questions in reverse historical order from the Civil War-Reconstruction backwards to the Colonial Period. The summer work is not included but we did discuss some of it when we started the semester with Spanish colonization and this is fair game (conquistadores, encomiendas, de las Casas etc). Depending on time we will either has a separate unit test on the Civil War-Reconstruction or, it will be featured on the mid-term alone. If you are not confident in your writing there will be an optional DBQ essay that can be written (outside of class) and will be average to the midterm just as we do with regular unit tests.

MONDAY 
· SWBAT Examine the Election of 1860 (POL-3,6, 7) (IOT) complete Unit Test
· SWBAT Outline key details in the first and second waves of secession (POL-3,6, 7)

Materials						Strategy/Format
Ppt 							lecture-discussion/doc. Analysis (SL.CCR.1)

Student Thinking Skills
Chronological Reasoning 1,3
Comp/Context 4,5
Historical Argument 6
Interpretation/Synthesis 8,9

Introduction
· Last week we saw the birth of the Republican Party. While John C. Fremont did not defeat his Democratic opponent, the hapless James Buchanan, a clear message seemed to be sent; the northern states would no longer accept compromises on the spread of slavery. We saw that the states of Ohio and Pennsylvania voted Democrat and delivered their high electoral vote count but these states thereafter would firmly move toward the Democratic fold. 
· Another feature of the political landscape was the demise of the Free Soil Party (mostly because the new Republican Party adopted that position is a key party plank). After a strong showing in the 1856, the American or Know Nothing Party also fell apart and most of its advocates moved toward the Republicans as well.
· The Buchanan Presidency was a study in failure. The chief executive was neither willing nor able to deal with “Bleeding Kansas,” the most important issue of the day. Furthermore, he announced his unwillingness to pursue a second term while still early in his first term. This made him a lame duck President in advance. The focus shifted to the events of 1860.
The Election of 1860
· In the run-up to the 1860 election William Seward confidently anticipated the nomination from the Republican Party in 1860. The party leaders, however, realized that they had to become more than simply the focal point for antislavery sentiment. Included in the platform were calls for a moderately higher tariff, federally sponsored internal improvements, a homestead bill to help populate the west and federal assistance for a transcontinental railroad to be built over the central route. On slavery, the Republicans proclaimed that each state could decide the issue within its own borders and that no one (Congress or the territorial legislatures) could legalize slavery in the territories (this was the free soil position).
· However, Lincoln was a respected state politician in Illinois. He was attractive to the Republican delegates because he was a talented speaker, had a moderate position on slavery and was a Westerner who could mount a challenge to Stephen A. Douglas the expected Democratic nominee. Seward led on the first few ballots, but Lincoln remained in contention. On the third ballot Lincoln prevailed, his victory due largely to the skillful maneuverings of his campaign managers. They lined up votes with promises of patronage and jammed the convention with Lincoln supporters. Lincoln’s homespun image was a marked contrast the to the career politician image of Seward.
· The Democrats were now exhibiting the divide that we saw forming all the way back with the Wilmot Proviso. In the 1860 election, the Democratic Party split into two factions. The northern Democrats nominated Lincoln’s perennial rival, Senator Stephen A. Douglas. The southern Democrats nominated John C. Breckenridge, the incumbent vice president, a pro-slavery man from Kentucky. The difference between the two candidates was not great. Both men had supported Popular Sovereignty but the Freeport Doctrine during the 1858 Senate race had crushed any hopes of a united Democratic party if Douglas won the nomination. When it was clear that Douglas had the nomination, the southern wing of the party bolted the convention. Still abjuring a Deep South candidate, Breckinridge, it was hoped could at least poll some Midwestern support.
· A wildcard also presented itself. The Constitutional Union Party formed was made up of conservative former Whigs who wanted to avoid disunion over the slavery issue. John Bell of Tennessee was named its candidate. These former Whigs teamed up with former Know-Nothings and a few Southern Democrats who were against disunion to form the Constitutional Union Party. Its name comes from its extremely simple platform, a simple resolution "to recognize no political principle other than the Constitution...the Union...and the Enforcement of the Laws." They hoped that by failing to take a firm stand either for or against slavery or its expansion, the issue could be pushed aside. This was of course unlikely to happen now. The nation seemed headed for an apocalyptic disaster as southern Democrats proclaimed secession if Lincoln won.
The Election Results
· In some respects the result of the election of 1860 did not necessarily make secession inevitable. Read in a certain light, the outcome provided hope for those who sought to maintain the Union and find a resolution to the sectional crisis. Lincoln, while receiving a majority vote among northerners, did not receive a majority of all the popular votes. This could be seen as lacking a mandate of the people on the free soil position. The combined opposition outpolled him by almost one million votes. Lincoln would be a minority President, lacking a clear mandate and, perhaps vulnerable to defeat in the next election. 
· In the South, Breckinridge won only a bare majority in the Deep South states and, overall, lost the popular vote in the slave states to a combined opposition which garnered fifty-five percent of the vote. Sentiment for secession was by no means all pervasive in the South, especially in the upper South where the Constitutional Union Party won three populous states. 
The Lame Duck Period and “Secessionitis”
· One aspect of the rising tensions can be seen through the period before Lincoln could take office and while Buchanan still held the reins of government. The state of South Carolina drafted an “ordinance of secession” reading as follows: 

· AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the union between the State of South Carolina and other States united with her under the compact entitled "The Constitution of the United States of America." 
        We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in convention assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and ordained, That the ordinance adopted by us in convention on the twenty-third day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, whereby the Constitution of the United States of America was ratified, and also all acts and parts of acts of the General Assembly of this State ratifying amendments of the said Constitution, are hereby repealed; and that the union now subsisting between South Carolina and other States, under the name of the "United States of America," is hereby dissolved.

· Between January and February 1861 Mississippi, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas drafted and passed similar ordinances. The resulting creation was often times known as the Gulf Coast confederation or simply the Confederate States of America. In some of the other slave holding states the vote to secede was not so clear cut. 

The Inaction by James Buchanan
· The Buchanan Presidency was similar to that of Van Buren in that there never seemed to be any happy times. In 1857 just months after the inauguration a depression struck, the Panic of 1857. This panic started as the previous one had in 1837 where banks had facilitated the crash with bad lending practices this time involving themselves in railroad speculation. However, another key seemed to the American purchase of European products. In the gold based economy of the day, this meant gold flowed out of the country with little arriving. 
· The Republican Party blamed the panic on lowered Democratic tariffs for making foreign goods more attractive. The panic struck the North far worse than the agricultural South. This may have emboldened the South to believe that their economy could be sustained without being part of the US. It was also Buchanan who launched an attack on the Mormons in Utah for ignoring Federal court rulings. It is then perhaps with some irony that when Southern states began to secede, he did nothing at all. 
The Crittenden Compromise
· As tensions escalated, the former Attorney General offered a solution. His compromise proposed six constitutional amendments and four Congressional resolutions. It guaranteed the permanent existence of slavery in the slave states and addressed Southern demands in regard to fugitive slaves and slavery in the District of Columbia. It proposed extending the Missouri Compromise line to the west, with: slavery prohibited north of the 36° 30′ parallel and guaranteed south of it. The compromise included a clause that it could not be repealed or amended. The amendment was obviously pro-Southern. Lincoln publicly disagreed with the measure so unless the bill was passed before he assumed office in March, it would be vetoed anyway. It was nonetheless defeated in both houses.

The War Begins: April 12, 1861, Midnight Charleston Harbor
· Before Buchanan left office, all arsenals and forts in the seceding states were lost (except Fort Sumter, off the coast of Charleston, South Carolina, and three island outposts in Florida). In Texas political icon Sam Houston was deposed for trying to keep Texas in the Union. Knowing that secessionist fervor was strongest in South Carolina, Buchanan made a quiet pact with South Carolina's legislators that he would not reinforce the Charleston garrison in exchange for no interference from the state.  However, Buchanan did not inform the Charleston commander, Major Robert Anderson, of the agreement, and on December 26 Anderson violated it by moving his command to Fort Sumter. Southerners responded with a demand that Buchanan remove Anderson, while northerners demanded support for the commander. 
· In what seemed like a half-hearted attempt to show Presidential vigor, Buchanan sent civilian ship to carry reinforcements and supplies to Fort Sumter, which was located in Charleston harbor. On January 9, 1861, South Carolina state batteries opened fire on the ship, which returned to New York. Buchanan was again criticized by both north (for lack of retaliation against the hostile South Carolina batteries) and south (for attempting to reinforce Fort Sumter), further alienating both factions. Buchanan made no further moves either to prepare for war or to avert it. The ship of state simply drifted without power or a rudder.
· When Lincoln became President he had already condemned SC actions and affirmed the right of the military to reinforce the base as Federal property. After an ultimatum that the fort would be fired upon if not evacuated, shore batteries opened up. The return fire by Sumter’s defenders was ineffective as their guns were shorter range. When the defenders surrendered the bloodiest war in American History concluded with no deaths (other than a horse).
The Next Wave of Secession
· Following the fall of Sumter the President called for the issuance of a force bill to call and equip troops to defend the nation. It was easily approved as most Democrats from the south were gone and while some northern Democrats voted no, the majority supported the President. Upon news of the call-up, Four more southern states joined the Confederacy, Virginia, North Carolina, Arkansas and Tennessee. They reasoned, correctly in the case of Virginia and Tennessee that most of the battles would occur on their soil as the Union armies would invade their states.
· Virginia's ordinance was approved by a referendum but rejected by 26 counties of the northwestern section of the state, leading to the creation of West Virginia. In Tennessee North Carolina and Arkansas, the first ordinance was initially rejected. 
· In Kentucky and Missouri the ordinance of secession was passed by the state governments without a referendum and immediately people rose against the government. The same was true in Maryland and Delaware. Collectively these four came to be known as the "border states."

Homework
Study Notes for the Unit test on Wednesday

TUESDAY
· SWBAT Compare and contrast the levels of antebellum white society (IOT) complete bell work tomorrow (NAT-1) (MIG-3) (CUL-2) 
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Materials					Format/Strategy
PPT 						Lecture-Discussion/Review L.CCR.1-2

Student skills
Chronology (1,2)
Comp and context (5)
Historical arguments (7)
Interpret/synthesis (8)



Introduction
· White society in the south as we have seen was largely tied to the planting of cotton. However, the “Gone with the Wind” myth needs to be put in its place. The number of large plantations in the south was actually quite small. The famous film leaves one with the impression that all of the southerners lived in such a way.
· Southern class lines were rather distinctly drawn with the large planter class and small holders possessing power far beyond their numbers. Today we will take a little snapshot view of life in the south during the antebellum years.
· In fact, such situations were rare. Fully 3/4 of Southern whites did not even own slaves; of those who did, 88% owned twenty or fewer. Whites who did not own slaves were primarily yeoman farmers. Practically speaking, the institution of slavery did not help these people. And yet most non-slaveholding white Southerners identified with and defended the institution of slavery. Though many resented the wealth and power of the large slaveholders, they aspired to own slaves themselves and to join the privileged ranks. In addition, slavery gave the farmers a group of people to feel superior to. They may have been poor, but they were not slaves, and they were not black. They gained a sense of power simply by being white.
Procedure
The Large Planter Class (Around 10% of all southerners)
1. There was a true Oligarchy of power among  the largest plantation owners. This is sometimes referred to as  the “slavocracy.” While large plantations could exist anywhere, they were most frequent in Virginia and the Deep South states like Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana (where sugar cane was as important as the cotton crop). 
1. Form the large holders most often there existed an illusion of wealth and less often real wealth. While this certainly led to aristocratic behavior large holder’s profits were highly variable. They were in debt from year to year. But a traveler from outside would certainly see the trappings of wealth and be surprised to learn that, more often than not, the owners barely broke even. 
1. A culture of violence often times developed among the men in this class. To some degree the culture that the plantation south developed mirrored gentry society in England two centuries before. A good source on this is Nisbett, R.E., & Cohen, D. "Culture of honor: The Psychology of Violence in the South." (1996). Do you think that much has changed?
1. For women in this class life must have been dreadful. They were almost like a social status symbol for the men. They were not educated beyond reading  and music. Slaves did most house work and social mores dictated that they not go to school. Additionally, men having sex with female slaves and mulatto babies became common which must have been tough to take. A great source for southern women and their treatment was Mary Chesnut. Chesnut, Mary Boykin. Mary Chesnut's Civil War (New Haven: Yale University Press 1981), ed. C. Vann Woodward

Small Holders
1. This class owned most slaves (just under 90% owned 20 or less slaves). They were the ones who were most likely to have to sell slaves from year to year because unlike the large holder, they were much more heavily in debt. The small holders did grow cotton but sometimes they farmed more corn or other crops because investment and competition in cotton was harder for them.
1. They of course felt socially and politically close to the large holder because they aspired to this wealth.

The Yeomen
1. This was numerically the largest group of white southern society and they were non-slave holders. In fact, they were often times very resentful of the system and when the Civil War erupts, large areas of yeomen farmers would support the Union (east Tennessee and West Virginia for example)
1. Most were in the upper south and many were little more than subsistence farmers. Most grew food crops and some cotton. Most yeomen required families to farm and others raised animals.
1. There was some social mobility within this class. As some prospered, they became part of the slave system buying one or two slaves.

The Pine Barrens, Hillbillies, “crackers”
1. These were terms used to describe the poorest group and probably the second largest group
1. Cracker and clay-eaters are other terms that you often hear.
1. Often just as virulent slave supporters for social reasons. Why? They wanted to be wealthy and viewed the large holders as the height of social and economic development

**City Dwellers
1. There was a large and growing of urban dwellers in the south.
1. New Orleans, Memphis, Atlanta, Richmond, and Savanna
1. Still largely connected to slave-cotton relationship. Why?

The Political and Economic Realities
1. Generally speaking, the Democratic Party was in charge though as we saw many upper south voters supported the Whigs. Why?
1. Who was really in control? The Planters were most often elected w/ yeomen support. Also, since Senators were chosen by governors/legislatures, they tended to be upper class for the same reasons that they had always been; education and time to go to D.C.
1. The Slavery Question-Two Views: J.D.B. DeBow said that the ban on slavery imports should be lifted so that the price will come down b/c all men have the right to a slave. This will give all whites a common interest. On the other hand, Hinton Helper in his work The Impending Crisis of the South believed that the south would always be behind as long as slavery existed. Thus, it should be abolished, and the south should industrialize (it was post-World War II before this really got underway).
1. Several states were discussing just that. Virginia of all places was during the discussion in 1831. What happened? 

Homework


WEDNESDAY
· SWBAT analyze primary sources (IOT) complete the Unit Test MC 4.2-5.1

Materials						Strategy/Format
Test forms 						Assessment and Review

Student Thinking Skills
Chronological Reasoning 1,3
Comp/Context 4,5
Historical Argument 6
Interpretation/Synthesis 8,9

Instructions
This Unit test covers the following materials:
a. The Nature of Southern Society and slavery
b. The War of Texas Independence
c. The Mexican War
d. The Compromise of 1850
e. The Kansas-Nebraska Act & Bleeding Kansas and the origins of the third-party system
f. The Harper's Ferry Raid
g. The Dred Scott Decision
h. The 1860 Election

Homework
Work on the SAQs found on AP Classroom

THURSDAY
· SWBAT analyze secondary sources on the coming of the Civil War Using the History thinking skills text (IOT) answer practice SAQs

Materials						Strategy/Format
Thinking Skills Workbook					Close-Text reading and Analysis

Student Thinking Skills
Comp/Context 4,5
Historical Argument 6
Interpretation 8 

Instructions
· As you know by now one type of SAQ on the real AP exam will be 2 historians debating an event in history. As such we need to practice interpretation skills. 
· Today we will be using the 2 sections on INT-18 and INT-19 to analyze 4 historians and their POV about the causes of the Civil War. This is an in-class assignment (35%). Working together is fine but it is due today.

Homework
Complete the SAQ section on AP classroom for your unit test on Manifest Destiny

[image: ]

FRIDAY (SAQs due today on AP Classroom)
· SWBAT review primary-secondary sources in the AMSCO study guide (IOT) review MCQs

Materials						Strategy/Format
AMSCO guide						review (partners)

Student Thinking Skills
Chronological Reasoning 1,3
Comp/Context 4,5
Historical Argument 6
Interpretation/Synthesis 8,9
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