The Market Revolution in Antebellum America
Text Based Analysis

Directions
Using your textbook pages 286 – 300 you will be answering a series of questions about American economic growth during the antebellum period 1820 – 1860. If you are using the pdf the page numbers are the same however, if you use the “page locater you can type in 340. While this looks like a lot of pages, few pages in the text are full length. Also, you will NOT be doing the Think Like a Historian section. Most pages have images that take up much of the space. You need not write the questions. Your answers can be handwritten or typed but I will not take emailed answers. If you are going to type them then you should make arrangements to print ahead of the deadline. Anything not submitted during your class period will be considered late.

1. What internal improvements served as an important precursor for Industrial growth and, how did the division of labor increase output? What impact did this division have on workers?

2. What was the “mineral based economy” and, what innovations were made by Cyrus McCormick and Samuel Colt?

3. Explain the advantages possessed by both British and American textile manufacturers. What were mechanics?

4. Why was the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia a valuable improvement in both education and technology?

5. Describe how Eli Whitney’s cotton gin worked and what other important innovations did he make?

6. What is meant by the term “mass production” and what three still existing companies were cited in the text as getting their start during the antebellum period?

7. How did the new mass production industrial economy create conflict with the old artisan republicanism in the earlier American economy?

8. What is a labor union and, what example of a successful strike was cited in the text? Why did the growth of unions face serious legal challenges during this period?

9. What was the background, ruling, and significance of the case Commonwealth v. Hunt (1842)? 

10. What was unusual about the strikes at the Lowell and Waltham mills in New England?

11. Explain how the Market Revolution also led to an important wave of migration to the Midwest?

12. What important transportation improvements in the upper Midwest will revolutionize trade in travel there and to the eastern seaboard?

13. Why was the Erie Canal considered the first great American engineering project? What was the environmental impact of the project?

14. How did the Erie Canal project impact the economy and urbanization patterns?

15. Why was the development of the Robert Fulton’s steamboat the Clearmont and important innovation?

16. During the railroad boom what midwestern city became the hub of rail traffic? Why did the advent of railroads also spawn many new industries in the Midwest?
17. See the map on page 297: While rail traffic grew immensely what limitation to efficiency also existed? What southern city became the hub of rail traffic (in fact it was once called Terminus)?

18. Why did the railroad boom have less impact in the American South?

19. What were the different kinds of cities that developed during the antebellum period?

20. Thought Question: Looking at the maps on page 297 and 300 why do you think that Memphis grew so dramatically to become the second largest southern urban area during the Antebellum Period?
