AP European History 
Independent Study Project Society and Culture in the Eighteenth Century
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Introduction
· Chapter 18 in the McKay text is replete with information about the nature of 18th century European culture and society. Some of the material is redundant in that life, especially for the peasantry had changed very little. The major changes for the lower classes will have to wait until the midpoint of the 19th century. Starting today we will go over some social and cultural aspects of the 18th century more or less hitting some of the key high points using the textbook 
· We will also look at an issue that struck Britain known as the "Gin Craze" which, by way of synthesis sounds a bit like a similar (though later period) in American history related to temperance (early 19th century). The social result of the event was devastating. Children were left for dead in the streets placing more pressure on foundling hospitals. The crime rate in London skyrocketed.

[bookmark: _Hlk23577236]Marriage and the Family
1. How are historians able to build a picture of family structures in an era before accurate census data? What family structure was revealed to be the most common in Western Europe?

2. What was the contrasting marrying age between western and eastern Europe? What factors seem to explain this contrast?

3. Why have some social historians argued that later marriages also might be partially responsible for the greater prosperity of western Europe?

4. Explain the process of apprenticeship. Based upon this section how did craft skills create divisions between lower and middle classes?

5. Why was the life of a domestic female servant sometimes difficult? Why did their misfortunes often lead to a life of crime?

6. Explain how “community controls” helped lower the rate of illegitimate births.

7. What was charivari?

8. Explain the roots of the “illegitimacy explosion” that occurred by the early 19th century.

9. Why was it difficult for the legal system to suppress prostitution (as it is even today)?

10. How did same-sex relations also reflect class differences? How did reactions to same-sex relationships change over time?

[bookmark: _Hlk23578995]Children and Education

11. Why was the infant mortality rate still so high by the 18th century by modern standards?

12. In what way was breast feeding a method of birth control? What was the relationship between breast feeding and infant mortality?

13. What was the relationship between class structure and the practice of “wet-nursing”?

14. What is infanticide and what were the reasons for this?

15. What were “foundling homes/hospitals?”

16. For what reason were parents often seemingly cold and distant in their relationship with children?

17. In what ways did the Enlightenment change perceptions of children and child-rearing?

18. What was Jean Jacques Rousseau’s philosophy of education in his famous work Emilè? How did it also reflect traditional views of the roles for men and women (this is called the “cult of domesticity)?

19. What role did religion play in the education of children? Where did the first ideas of universal education develop?

20. Where in Europe did compulsory elementary education develop?

Popular Culture and Consumerism

21. What were some of the popular forms of literature?

22. Answer questions 1 and 2 in the section Living in the Past, The Commercialization of Sports .

23. What were “blood sports?

24. What were the origins of “carnival”

25. How did one’s diet tend to denote class structure in Europe?

26. How did diets in Europe also reflect the growth of imperialism and global markets?

27. What was the Consumer Revolution and how did lower prices in clothing also sometimes blur the once distinct lines between class structure?

28. How did Consumer Revolution also alter notions of hygiene?

Religious Authority and Beliefs

29. How did the relationship between church and state alter especially in Catholic Countries? Why did Louis XV and others seek to diminish the Jesuit order?

30. What were the three aspects of pietism that explain its popular appeal? What protestant denomination became the most prominent (and is the largest denomination in the U.S. today)?

31. What was Jansenism and why was it so powerful in Catholic countries?
Medical Practices
32. After reading this section explain some of the improvements in medicine that became evident by the early 18th century (be sure and include Edward Jenner here).

Extra Credit +10
The Gin Craze or, Drunk Old London
1. What were the causes of the Gin Craze in London?
2. Why did urbanization lead to a wave of crime?
3. How did the government view drinking among the poor and especially among women?
4. List and explain the series of events basically ended the gin craze by the later 18th century?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6lrZlEvQpIM 
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