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Overview
The AP United States History exam is a 4-part overview of historical content from 1491 – 2000s. It is designed to mirror content that one would encounter in a freshman-sophomore level college class. The exam is scored on a 1 -5 scale. Most institutions give two semesters of credit if one receives a 4 or 5 but some will give limited credit for a score of 3. The exam lasts about 3.5 hours and is usually during the first week of May. The coursework is rather intense and is designed to not only cultivate an appreciation of history but also to develop historical learning skills and essay writing. So, this class involves a lot of reading and writing and there will be absolutely no busy work. Every assignment will be graded and will reflect an emphasis on both content and skills.

Fees and Credit
The cost of the AP Exam is usually around $95 (or higher) for this course but no additional fees are charged. The State allowed Five Extra points added to the quarter and exam grades of students who pursue this rigorous course. However, not taking the test results in removal of additional points. If you have not signed up for AP classroom (I sent an email over the summer) then this should be done during the first week of school.

Materials
While there is a textbook for the class it remains to be seen if we will have any hard copies. There has been an online version of the text, and I will send a link once we get the school year started. Additionally, we will use a variety of primary source readers. We use many internet sources as well as AP Classroom and we spend a great deal of time analyzing primary and secondary historical documents, maps, charts, visuals, and other statistical information. As far as your own needs I suggest lots of paper and pens!

Grading and Assignments
We follow the M-SCS grading policy standards:
100-90 =A	89 – 80 =B	79 – 70 =C	69 – 60 = D	59 – Below F
As previously mentioned, you will also receive +5 for each quarter grade and midterm-final exam grades.

Assessment Grades 40%
These will be formal tests and quizzes (both online and in class). For the tests you will be completing a two-part format involving a multiple-choice section and a written section. While this year for the first time ever the entire AP exam will be digital, most of our work will be handwritten until we get closer to the AP exams. The two parts will be averaged together for the grade. Also, with an emphasis on writing, there will be small grade deductions for basic spelling and grammar errors in written assignments. More on this later.

Classwork 35%
This is a rather broad category of grades but will generally revolve around interpretation of primary and secondary sources. This skill is particularly important for your success in the class and on the AP exam. We will have quite a few ancillary sources that we use in class beyond the textbook.
Homework grades 10%
Most of the homework assignments will also involve primary and secondary sources but this can also involve review quizzes on my own website and also on the AP classroom website. There are several other types of assignments that will be common. 

Project Grades 10%
We do not do many projects and when we do they are worth an assessment grades. However, these grades very often involve viewing history related videos both on AP classroom and other sources. 

Participation Grades 5%
Many days of the week we will have short recap questions at the end of lecture discussions. Other times you my have a few guided questions that could follow and outside reading or video. This is a grade type that will be most common and designed to be completed on the same day as assigned.

Staying Caught Up and Planning Ahead
As you hopefully already understand this will be a very busy course and I am sure that most of you will already be engaged in other AP courses and various extracurricular activities. One of the greatest challenges is simply staying caught up. To help you I will post all the lesson plans, assignments, and due dates in advance. This will be on MS Teams. However, as the district is in a state of flux regarding computers we will have to wait and see. Hopefully you will download the lesson plan each week as a roadmap. Many students find that at the end of the year, my lesson plan becomes a key component for their success.

One major issue that crops up is the issue of late or missing work. Because of the workload and number of students I cannot track you down and beg for you to submit assignments. If you are late on an assignment simply due to your own negligence you can expect a 30-point deduction per day with a zero resulting after 4 days**. If you are absent for illness, then that is obviously a different matter. If you are absent for a field trip this is also a different matter, but assignments are expected upon your return to class, and full deductions will result per day.

**The penalty for late assignments will be different for students possessing 504 accommodations. It would be very helpful to know about accommodations from the start of the year if paperwork already exists. Our guidance department if often overwhelmed the first few weeks if you could write on the back of this form a brief explanation then I can proceed making accommodations as needed.

Working as a Team
I want you to know that I am very accessible by email. While I am a old guy who is embarking upon 35 years of teaching I do check email and don’t be surprised if you get a response from me at 4 am. But because I am an old man, I will likely not be up past 10pm very often. I think education is a team effort that involves parents, teachers, and especially the students. Please review this material with your student (s) and have them also sign below. I will give them a grade for this and keep it on file. Please feel free to make a copy or a screenshot.


Parent/Guardian



Student (please sign and return so that I can give you the easiest 100 ever 
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