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Rules and Syllabus 2019 - 2020
AP US HISTORY and AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

Mike Stephenson


White Station High School

Room M119
Introduction

Welcome to what could be the toughest class that you have ever loved! AP US and AP European History are college level courses that students can take from 10-12th grade. Scoring a 5, 4, or 3 could result in a student being able to skip as many as 6 semester hours in college or the equivalent of 2 classes. It is not uncommon for some students to technically begin their freshmen semester with sophomore hours as a result of advanced placement classes! These courses are very demanding and it takes a willingness to be self-motivated for a passing score. There will be no “busy work” in these classes. Every assignment is geared to practice skills for the AP Exam (second week of May). 

Weekly Lesson Plans/Syllabus

https://apusandapeuropeanhistory.yolasite.com/
This site allows you to see weekly lesson plans/syllabi as well as other class materials. This website will be critical to your success this year and will perhaps be more useful than the textbook!
In addition to the above site, I can be reached by email at:

B17gmike@yahoo.com or stephensonmr@scsk12.org 
Another important website to be aware of is http://www.quia.com/web/studentZoneBegin.html
This is an online testing site and we will use this for most of our testing this year. 

Grading and conduct will follow the Shelby County School Guidelines as set out in the student/teacher hand book.

Types of graded assignments

Exams (50%) Because you will take an exit exam that will determine college credits, I attempt to mirror the format on unit/chapter tests. This means that each test will be essay and multiple- choice. These tests are very rigorous and will require your utmost attention. For AP European students the outside reading and critiques will count as an exam grade. The Exhibition projects will also count as exam grades.

Quizzes (20%) We will various types of quizzes this year. All of the quizzes will mirror content that will in turn be reflected on your unit/chapter tests (which of course mirror the AP Exam itself). Most of these quizzes will be announced and with notes. However, many quizzes will be unannounced review quizzes. My definition of a review quiz is one that counts 5% and will average into a single regular quiz grade (more on this later). Lack of adequate progress may necessitate more review style quizzes.

Essay/Participation (20%) Obviously you must be prepared to write in any history class but now you are in a college level history class. You will write many essays of various styles this year. Dedicate yourself to this truth because it is a necessary ingredient for success. In addition to exam essays, we will also have DBQ style essay assignments. All essays are required! There is a separate grade category that I call participation and it is something of a “catch-all” for other activities. These assignments involve document analysis and interpretation activities, video review questions, and class discussions. There is a pre-set class discussion grade of 100 points that resets each grading period. Participation maintains this easy 100 points. Failure to participate lowers this grade. For example, we start with a discussion of a reading assignment and you are randomly selected to answer. If you answer successfully, you maintain that 100 points. If you cannot answer, you lose points that can only be regenerated the next 9 weeks.

Homework (10%) Most homework assignments for this class will involve selected reading assignments and/or document work. As a result, there will not always be actual graded assignments. For AP European students, homework time will often involve the outside readings and book critiques. 

Enrichment Projects

I am often asked “what can we do for extra credit?” I prefer to call these enrichment projects or perhaps “grade insurance.” Each grading period I offer assignments that can be used to build up test averages. These assignments are supplements not replacements.  Most often these points will be applied to a test grade. Students may do no more than TWO enrichment assignments per quarter and these must be completed no later than ONE week before the end of the quarter.
+10 – 15 Book Critiques

Students will write a critical review of an approved historical work. In most cases this will be non-fiction. There are some fictional works that are historically important such as Uncle Tom’s Cabin and The Jungle. If a student chooses to do a fictional work, it must NOT be one that has been read for English classes. ALL books must be approved in advance. On the AP US syllabus there are books listed as suggestions after each unit. AP European students are welcome to do book critiques also (in addition to the required works).

+7-10 Lectures and Podcasts

On occasion well-known professors will visit a local university and lecture. You can attend one of these and write a summary and review. I will discuss this more when these opportunities become available. Also, many professors will publish lectures online in the form of history podcasts (BBC has some good ones)
Make Up Assignments and Late Grades
Because White Station students are so active missing class on occasion is expected. However, the responsibility rests firmly upon your shoulders for make-ups. All exams should be made up within 3-5 days. I give a drop grade for bell work (which goes under the participation grades). Any work not made up will regrettably result in a zero. All late work is subjected to a -50 deduction per day missed. So, it might be better than a zero but not that much better.
Materials, Textbooks, and Study Guides

All students should purchase a three ring binder for this class. You will receive many handouts and graded assignments and these need to be at your disposal in class each day.  Also, you should bring your text on the required days. This will NOT be everyday but there is a "sharing penalty" if you cannot remember to bring your own book.
The AP European text is A History of Western Society Since 1300, 8th edition (ISBN 9780618712014 | 978-0-618-71201-4
The AP US Text is The AP US History Text is America’s History, For the AP* Course 8th edition
 (ISBN 978-1457628931)
These are both relatively new texts and you should be aware that the SCS mandates that we charge students for writing or highlighting in these books!!!!!! I would advise purchasing a copy used online. T
I strenuously advise all students to purchase a study guide as soon as possible. This is NOT mandatory, but a good study guide will have practice questions and subject outlines. My students have found study guides made by REA and Princeton Review to be helpful. I would purchase a study guide at the start of the year and not wait until the end of the year.
Please sign below and return this sheet for your first homework grade of the year!!! A copy is posted on the homepage of the class website.
__________________________________________________
Student’s Name (Please Print)
___________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature
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